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Executive

Torque
Gidday to every one for another month,
What is big in October every year and is better than the Melbourne Cup by a country mile?
Bathurst, that's what!
And what better way to wind down our year than to celebrate with another GM
victory. I won't go into too much detail about the race, that is for the motorsport rep, however, I
will say that for once I did not want Skaifey to win. No sir.
I was most definitely looking for a DODO victory, and even tipped so in the Channel 10
competition for the winner. The fuel for a year would have been handy. In the end, the boys got
second, and Chris got himself on TV again.
Thats every time he has been to Bathurst, his team has been on the podium.
The best thing though about the DODO car was with out doubt, the sound Jason Richards car
made. At 7500rpm, it had the sound of music happening. Almost as good as Brock's 1986 VK.
The firing order must be the same as the other Chev engines in the field, but something was
sensational about that car. I hope the guy that designed that exhaust system gets to do a few
other Super Cars. They are all a little too similar sometimes, so the different sound was to me
very noticible. Anyway, well done to Chris, Holden again, to HRT, DODO and SUPERCHEAP
AUTO, for not only sponsoring the PWR outfit, but for also having the balls to sponsor the
event. The got well behind it, and that was duly noted at my place. A trip to SUPER CHEAP
AUTO will be made soon to support the ones that support our sport. Thats a mouth full.
This month we have our AUTOCROSS coming up on the 30th October. I have not done an
Autocross before, so I am looking forward to doing this one. Please come along to the event if
you are a member. We need all the entries we can get and all the help we can get on the day.
At the last general meeting, members had the first opportunity to see our new sticker with a new
"EMBLEM" on it. Most every one agreed it was a great emblem to carry the club forward for
the next few years, and demonstrated their support by buying one or more stickers. At only $5
each, they won’t last long. At the meeting coming up, we will have the run of 30 caps with the
same "emblem" on the top. Take my word for it, they look f........ fantastic and well worth only
$16. So bring your wallets. We won’t be doing anymore of these for a while.
Look for an exciting development and announcment coming up soon, in relation to next years
sprints. We have yet to formalise details, but ask all the questions you like at the next general
meeting. All is aimed at giving members more events to compete in than in the past and have a
healthier club to boot.
How absurd is it that Holden have announced the end for Monaro in AUSTRALIA. And all
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along, they will keep making them for the septic tanks. How Rude.
Moved into our new house the week of Bathurst, and I must say it's nice to finally have
somewhere to call home, and to see the VK's in the garage together. So much work to do. Ohhhh.
With the baby due in a couple of weeks(12/11/05) I will have even more to do
than a one armed man trying to win Bathurst, but I am looking forward to it all. Three new
members in one year, all babies hey. Something in the club water I say.
Until next time and the general meeting, GBGM
Wayno.

Hi movers and groovers,
It’s October, spring is in the air (bloody hay fever) and Ferrari still haven’t won a GP, Mark
Webber almost on the podium, again, Holden won Bathurst for the seventh time in a row. Life is
still bloody fantastic.
Wasn’t it great to see HRT back in the winners circle again, and the drive from Jason Richards
and Jamie Wincup for second place was nothing short of sensational, congratulations to you all.
For those of you who came to the September meeting would have seen the new emblem that was
designed by my son Kris, I hope you like it. There were some good sales of the new sticker and if
you come to the meeting this month, you will be able to purchase a new item with the emblem on
it.
Due to last months report getting lost in cyberspace, I am reusing it, so you may read about some
things that were reported on last month. Sorry.
Eight members displayed their cars at AMRS round at Phillip Island on 21st August and we
cleaned up all the prizes awarded by Hocking Racing. Kim took 1st place (again) with his LJ XU1, Glen came 2nd with his A9X and I took 3rd with my HQ 4 door Monaro, it was a cold day as
would expect, but the racing was hot from all the classes.
Brocks Big Day Out was a huge success for the club by being awarded the best club display, this
is quite an achievement considering the number of clubs attending this event, congratulations to
the guys who put in the effort to make the display the success it was. On the same day, I was
manning (or should that be personing) a road closure at the Rally of Melbourne on the Blowhard
Rd. stage, the same spot I had last year. It is the best way to watch the rally at your own private
spectator point. This year I spent both days on road closures, Saturday I was on stage 1 on
Yellowdindi Rd., not a bad spot. It was worth the early starts to see the countries best rally
drivers and some very diverse cars up close.
While on the subject of rally, a new series is starting up in Victoria next year that is aimed at
those of you who would like to go rallying on a budget, it is called the Excel Rally series. The
series is open to Hyundai Excels built between 1994 and 2000 with the single cam or twin cam
engines and very little modifications allowed so the costs are kept low. The series has been
running successfully in NSW as part of the state rally championship. Because of the lack of mods
allowed, you can build a competitive car for under $12000, sought of like the HQs of rally. Check
out their website www.excelrally.com.au for further information.
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Another Barina has joined the fleet at my house, a red 1994 SB Barina GSi 1.6ltr 16 valve twin
cam 80kw pocket rocket, it was traded in at work and I couldn’t resist it seeing my daughter was
looking for a car, it is ideal for her but because she hasn’t got her licence, I have been driving it
around and it is a great sporty little car. While I have been driving it, I wondered how many
other pocket rockets has Holden made or imported over the years, so I am going to research this
subject for a later article, meanwhile I will be keep hooning around town in it until she gets her
licence, beep beep, vrooooom.
We have a date for the presentation night set, it is December 10th at Cresco park in Warrandyte
and we are also endeavouring to have a guest presenter this year, so clear your social calendar
for this awesome event of the year.
Our speed event for this year is coming up on the 30th October, which is an autocross at Avalon,
and we need some helpers to make this a great event just like the motorkhana was, we need a
couple of timekeepers and observers, so if you can help, please call me.
Cheers Bruce

Well another year is drawing to a close and Greg and I decided we hadn’t run in much
recently, so off we went to our first autocross at Melton. The track was excellent apart from a
few soggy patches because someone left the sprinklers on. It was almost 1 kilometre and was
quite challenging as it had been so long since we had had a drive. Greg won our class and I
drove faster than I had ever gone. After the scoring was adjusted to correct some calculation
errors, it turned out that we had a really, good day.
If you have any of the club’s perpetual trophies, please return them to me at the next
general meeting so that I can prepare them for the club Christmas Party/ Presentation night in
December. Good luck to those in the running for awards, they are closely contested.
Also, don’t forget that our November meeting is the Annual General Meeting and
elections for committee positions will be held. If you are anxious that you will be roped into
something you don’t want to do, don’t despair. As I discussed in last months magazine, most of
the current committee is wishing to restand, so please come along and support us as we would
like you to vote for us! If you would like to challenge for a position, you are also welcome to have
a go. Just let someone know what you want to do so you can be nominated, and in the run!
The club membership is currently 126. I will not be writing a separate
membership/pointscore report this month as there is not much to say due to the current tally
being secret!
Hope to see you all at the Annual General Meeting and the Presentation Night.
Kylie Lewis.
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Club

Calendar
October

_____________

_____________

2
10th
17th
23rd
24th

MMSC Autocross
HSCCV Committee Meeting
HSCCV Print night
NCCA Motorkhana Group 5
HSCCV General Meeting

30th
31st

HSCCV Autocross Group 5
NDSOC Night Sprint

Melton – Contact Grp5 Motorkhana rep
Contact Club President
Contact Mag Editor
Somerton – Contact Grp5 Motorkhana rep
Bells Hotel, cnr Moray & Coventry Sts
South Melbourne 8pm
Avalon – Contact Grp5 Motorkhana rep
Calder – see NDSOC website for supp regs

____________

_____________

VWCC Hillclimb Group 5
HSCCV Committee Meeting
Island Magic – Philip island
HSCCV Print night
V8 Supercars

Morwell – Contact Motorsport rep
Contact Club President

HSCCV Annual General Meeting

Bells Hotel, cnr Moray & Coventry Sts
South Melbourne 8pm

_____________

_____________

HSCCV Christmas Party& Presentation
Night
Early to bed kiddies it’s a big day
tomorrow!

Cresco Park Warrandyte

nd

November
th

13
14th
20th
21th
27rd
28th

December
10th
24th

Contact Mag Editor

Please contact the editor with any events that
need to be added! Let thePointscore rep know
if you competed in unlisted events.
NOTE: ALL EVENTS IN BOLD ARE CLUB EVENTS THAT QUALIFY FOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
POINTS.
FOR ALL SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS /ENTRY FORMS OR FURTHER INFORMATION ON ANY OF THE ABOVE
EVENTS, PLEASE CONTACT ANY MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CALENDER DATES COULD
CHANGE. HSCCV WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INACCUARCY IN THE CALENDER; THEREFORE WE
SUGGEST YOU CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE REPRESENTATIVE OR ANY COMMITTEE MEMBER TO CLARIFY. YOU
CAN ALSO REFERNCE THE HSCCV WEB SITE AT www.holdenclub.com TO DOWNLOAD ANY SUPP REGS THAT HAVE
BEEN PROVIDED ELECTRONICALLY.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING.
The Annual General Meeting of the Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria will be held at
8:00 p.m.
on
Monday 28nd November 2005
The meeting is to be held at
Bells Hotel
Cnr Moray & Coventry Street's
South Melbourne.
Melways ref: Map 2K E1

All Committee positions will be declared vacant at the commencement of the Meeting, and an election
will be held for the Positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.
The minor committee positions may be filled by volunteers, unless there are more nominations than
positions, when an election will be held.
Any further agenda items, and proxy voting notices must be received by the Secretary prior to the
commencement of the AGM.
Kylie Lewis
Secretary
HSCCV Inc.

______________________________________
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2005

Committee
President

Vice President

Wayne Paola

Bruce Lethborg

president@holdenclub.com
0431755297

vice_president@holdenclub.com
0417014304

Secretary

Treasurer

Kylie Lewis

Peter Stewart

secretary@holdenclub.com
0404066616

treasurer@holdenclub.com
0407361426

Editor

Stock rep.

Membership/Point score

Kim McConchie

Wayne Paola

Kylie Lewis

editor@holdenclub.com
0438934522

stock@holdenclub.com

MotorRacingRep

Rally&VcrsRep

SocialRep

Glenn Mason

Phil Slater

Amelia Slater

motor_racing@holdenclub.com
0401772031

rally@holdenclub.com
0432955743

social@holdenclub.com
0422035204

Group5Rep

Public Officer

CAMSStateCouncil Rep

Bruce Lethborg

Ray Cardwell

Louise McMillan

public_officer@holdenclub.com
0418427257

General Committee

ClassicHistoric
Registry

Chris Paola

Richard Wales

0404864178

(03) 9803 7690
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Club

Regalia
And Stock Report
CLUB REGALIA- MASSIVE SAVINGS
WinterJackets

ChambrayShirts

Stickers

Black & Red Cotton/Fleece
Zip Anorak with embroidered
Logo

100% Cotton and long sleeves
and embroidered Logo,

Computer cut in various styles
and colours

Were$35.00

Blue NOW $12.50!
Black NOW $15.00

From $10.00

Were $120.00 NOW

$100!

Poloshirts

SleevelessVests

3 Styles, Black/White/Red
with embroidered Logo

Black & Red
Fleece/Microfibre Zip Vest
with embroidered Logo

Were $39.00 NOW

Were$39.00

$15.00!

NOW $30.00!

Stock Report
Hi fellow revolutionaries,
Following our mammoth sale a couple of meetings ago, we have very little stock left. There are only
some shirts left and of course the gloves donated by Toni awhile back. And those beautiful new
stickers.
However, the new addition to the HSCCV family is our fabulous new emblem on the classy new cap.
This, ladies and gent's, makes even Homer Simpson look well dressed, and ready for the annual ball at
the nuclear power plant in Springfield. For sixteen dollaro's, you can look as good as Homer too.
See you all at the general meeting, and hope you like the caps.
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Club

Information
Magazine
Articles and advertisements to be published in the magazine can be submitted via e-mail to the Editor at
editor@holdenclub.com . Microsoft Word format is preferred and each months items must be received by midnight
on the second Thursday of each month.

Website
Why not visit our website for further information. You can also download all competitive supplementary
regulations (entry forms) via the site. Find us at: www.holdenclub.com

Club Meetings
Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of every month (except December) at Bells Hotel, cnr Moray and Coventry
Sts, South Melbourne, 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. All members and their friends are very welcome. Meals are
available prior to the meeting at bistro prices.

Correspondence
All correspondence for the Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria, Inc. should be addressed to The Secretary,
Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria Inc., GPO Box 791F, Melbourne, Vic 3001

Disclaimer
The views written are not necessarily those of the committee and the producers of the Holden Sporting Car Club of
Victoria Inc.’s newsletter, “Holden Torque”. We accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the information
printed and quality of any item or service advertised or mentioned in this publication.

Friendly, Professional Design Service
Superb Colour Printing
Complete Photocopying Services to suit all Corporate Image requirements
And also club magazines
Corporate Image Development.
And of course, General Printing to cover all your printing needs
Phone Robert

Phone: 03 9879 1555.

Fax:

03 9879 1799

Unit 16, 42 New Street, Ringwood 3134
Email: Robert@maroondahprinting.com.au
www.maroondahprinting.com.au
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Treasurers

Report
(otherwise known as the buck stops here)

16/10/2005
TREASURER’S REPORT 13TH OCTOBER 2005

16th September to 13th October 2005

Deposits for the period
Memberships (Pro rata)
Advertisement invoicing (Sept)
Donation Home Loans
Club stock sales
Club sticker sales
Merchandise

$
$
$
$
$
$

17.50
35.00
64.14
12.50
70.00
30.00

total deposits

$

229.14

Outgoings for the period 16th September to 13th October 2005
K. McConchie expenses
Club Merchandise
CAMS permit

$
44.00
$ 346.50
$ 1,070.00

total outgoings

$ 1,460.50

Current cheque account

$ 146.62
ING Account

Funds transfer to ING

$ 2,500.00

Funds transfer from ING

$ 1,000.00

ING account balance

$ 1,534.50
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See W.W.Wayne Paola for a top deal at
Summit Holden – the best salesman at the
best Holden dealership in the known world!
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Name
This Celebrity
OK, last month we had this challenge to the know-alls, bar propping experts and the rest of the great
unwashed public who read this fine example of a carefully crafted editorially correct offering:
You might reckon you know who this
bloke is:

but who is his look-a-like?

and of course its Peter Brock here, but who is this mystery man? Read on!
AS mentioned, either the first correct answer, nearest correct answer, or the answer that amuses me the
most will win a fabulous prize, donated as a result of the clean up of my garage that’s currently taking
place. The most persistent entrant (almost achieving serial pest status) was Peter Stewart, who
demonstrated how far he will go if theres a freeby to be had by the following entries:
“I think the mystery driver is...and i'm determined to win this-

gelignite jack murray, evil kaneavil, Prime Minister of New Zealand, david bowie, david bowie's
friend, Kim McConchie, Mr. Squiggle, Jack Brabham, Dick Johnston, John Harvey……”
there were more, but you get the sense of his inspired guesswork and some idea of how his mind
works. Prime Minister of New Zealand???? He was, of course, wrong every time, but for continuing
to have a crack above and beyond any sense of reality he will be taking home the prize……yes, Peter
has won a fabulous Ferrari!!!! Not just any Ferrari, but a genuine F310 1996 Formula

One racer, complete with new Goodyear Eagle slicks (non grooved), driving lessons
and a whole lot of other stuff that has to be worth squillions!(Its amazing what you
can find when you clean out your garage!)
This car will be bought to the October meeting and presented to Peter on the night! See folks, you’ve
gotta be in it to win it!
The correct answer (and its obvious when you look closely at the pic) is the bloke who races this
Commodore – yes, its David Williams, and hasn’t he come a
long way since that first pic was taken!
Thanks for the pics David, hopefully Peter will let you have a
play with his new toy once he gets over the initial
excitement!
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Rally

Report
It was great to see Our Chris Aitkinson finishing on the podium in the Rally of Japan, finally
managing to avoid trouble and winning several Stages. It’s a pity that his success was virtually
ignored by the mainstream media even RPM but it did coincide with the lead up to the annual
taxi race at Bathurst.
The last round of the Traction Tyres Victorian Club Rally Series for this year, is the 2005
Edwards Ford Yakkerboo Rally and will be held on Saturday night the 19th of November and
into the early hours of Sunday. Based in Neerim it will comprise approximately 180Km of
competitive and 35Km of transport, with competitive stages which vary in length from 4Km to
57Km. It is expected that competitors will take about 4.5 hours to cover the route.
Supplementary regulations are available for down load from http://www.vicrally.com.au in the
files section or ring the event secretary on 5944 3821.
So start letting John Hill know if you can help.
Email John at jgmhill@dcsi.net.au or Phone AH 5625 4049 up to 21:00. BH 5625 3200
This will be the last chance to officiate in a VCRS event for this year so get in now.
I hope to see everyone at our autocross and think about entering the HAC interclub
motorkhana.
Phil Slater

_____________________________________________

Motorkhana

Madness

& Group
Five
Hi guys,

Not a great deal has been happening, Mini club held there khana on September 18 at Werribee,
only two members entered, me in the Barina and my boy Kris in his Accent, I had a bad day
mucking up tests that I have done many times even though I didn’t have any WDs, I was going
to go the wrong side of flags then realised I was wrong so stop reverse and go the right side of the
flag, unfortunately it takes time, Kris on the other hand did very well, posting times better than
the old man. I managed 6th in class and 12th outright; Kris was 7th in class and 17th outright.
The following weekend again at Werribee, Renault car club held round 9 of the state series and 1
member entered, me, and after the previous weeks stuff ups, I managed to grab a 1st in class and
8th outright and the first non special in the placing’s, a result that I am very pleased with.
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The next G5 event is on 23rd October at Somerton run by Nissan; hope to see a few members
there. HAC are running their interclub event at Werribee on 20th November, I have supp regs if
you want to enter.
Don’t forget our Autocross is coming up on 30th October at Avalon. We need helpers to run this
event and make it a success. If you can help please call me.

Cheers Bruce

_____________________________________________

Motor

Racing
Woo Hoo!!! Holden wins seven in a row!!!! How good is that!! I don’t know about any of you,
but that has got to be one of the most fascinating races I have ever seen. There were so many
differing fortunes throughout the day that it was almost impossible to pick a winner. Just as
someone started to look the goods, an incident or failure would mix it all up again. Any wonder
we call it The Great Race!
Craig Lowndes was, as usual, the fastest man on the mountain. Triple 8 Racing really have a
handle on that car now, it is so consistently quick these days. However all the usual suspects were
very close behind and threatening to spoil his day. Clearly Greg Murphy’s 2.06.89 time was
never in any danger, no-one capable of getting near that mark. That was no surprise given the
very wintery temperature and conditions. The track never had an opportunity to “rubber up”
due to fairly persistant showers over the three days of qualifying. This would wash the track
each time and leave the track in “green” condition. Even when the top ten shootout started the
track was a little wet, which led to the first two cars, Jim Richards and Glenn Seton to go out
with wets on the car. Boy, do those treaded tyres scream at 300 km/h !! So Lowndes on pole,
Ambrose next, Skaife, Murphy. The surprise was Jason Richards in sixth, although they have
been performing very well of late with their Dodo car.
What were some of those blokes thinking about?? Lap one of one sixty one, and they’re at it
like life itself depends on being in front NOW!! One car hits the pit wall off the line, Ritter and
Tander together at Murrays’ and take out Brad Jones and Longhurst, first lap for goodness
sakes! Lowndes shot off into the lead and pulling away comfortably, Ambrose next, then
Commodores everywhere. James Courtney screws Jim Richards day when he hits the wall
through Reid Pk and retires the car. Next up Lowndes breaks the Watts link on the rear axle
when he hits a wall!! Ran wide out of the cutting, you don’t see him make a mistake too often. By
this time Murph had taken the lead and going strong, and so too was Steve Richards. The
problem for Murph was that he pitted quite a bit earlier than the rest. Was his car using more
fuel than every one else? Or was it just an early stop?
The HRT car was just motoring along staying out of trouble, keeping the leaders in sight,
doing nothing spectacular, just motoring along. Paul Dumbrell was next to ruin his teams day by
snotting a wall. He came in and had some repairs done, and went back out to snott another wall,
causing a wheel to come off which bounced around and snotted Lowndesy. Yes, Dumbrell had a
whole lot of Snotting going on! Larry was his usual dry self explaining how Dumbrell had stuffed
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Steves’ day, “it’s disappointing” he said. My tip, Dumbrell will looking for work next season.
Larry also mentioned how lucky Lowndes was to have that illegal “Larry bar “ fitted to the roll
cage. If you don’t recall, Perkins was first to fit that as part of the roll cage, and CAMS was
going to deem it illegal. Fortunately they changed their minds. The incar shot of the wheel hitting
was quite spectacular!!
As the day wore on there continued to be the odd car or two hitting walls, going through
sand traps and such. Alex Tagliani in particular seemed to enjoy the sand in Caltex Chase, he
was in it often enough to know each grain by name! Todd Kelly was clearly uncomfortable in car
two, however he did manage to stay fairly close to the leaders despite his discomfort. Murphys’
car was fast but using more fuel than the others and it was costing them their chance to win.
After another of many pace car periods, all hell broke loose. I think there was about eighteen
laps left when IT happened. Off mountain straight up towards the cutting, Ambrose makes a
move on Murphy. They bump and push around bit, Murphy on the inside into the cutting. He
doesn’t back off, Ambrose turns in and cuts him off, then BOOM!! Ambrose hits the wall REAL
hard, almost climbing over it at one point! The two protagonists then got out and looked very
likely to punch on. They didn’t, but gees were they fired up! I think it was an each way bet as to
laying the blame, as did the officials, with no action taken. Several other competitors were taken
out in the same incident. Each driver blamed the other of course, there is clearly no love lost
between those guys!
An interesting little side line to the race was the wearing of balaclavas by the competitors.
The FIA has a ruling that they MUST be worn by competitors at that level of competition. Seems
the boys at SBR thought otherwise. There was much ducking and weaving around the issue
when it came up. Ambrose stated he hadn’t worn one for two years. I’d like to look back at some
recent footage because I’m sure I’ve seen him take one off after racing this year!
After the big one, Skaife just drove nicely to the finish, followed by Jason Richards and
Whincup in the Dodo car, and the second Betta Electrical car driven by Ellery and Macrow.
These guys drove sensible races keeping the leaders in sight and racing to the finish. Seems
every-one else thought the race was in the first hour instead of the last. Congratulations to Skaife
and Kelly on a well deserved win, and well done to all the podium finishers on a job well done.
2005 will go down in history as one of the truly great races.
F1 at Suzuka will also go down as one great race! Some of the passing manouvres were just
breathtaking. Alonso went around the outside of Schumacher at 180 MILES per hour through a
left hand sweeper!! And there were several passing moves at the end the main straight that saw
the outside car sweep across the front of the inside car at around 140 miles per hour. Just
awesome! Webber was to my mind exceptional. There was no other car near his pace except
Renualt and Mclaren. He was far and away the best of the rest!! Mika Haikonen was just on
another plane however. He chased Fisichella down at a second a lap to take a well deserved win.
He has now won more races than Alonso, so he must rue the lost opportunities early in the
season when reliability let him down. He’d possibly be world champ now if they were reliable!
And now to eat some humble pie. Phillip Island has signed a deal to host the MotoGP for
seven more years. So it seems we have the track until at least then. Thank goodness for that! We
do however still need to remain careful and vigilant to ensure the future of our sport. With many
promoters pushing for street courses for main events we could well lose our permanent courses
due to lack of funds/use. We always need to maintain our permanent racetracks so we can use
them year round and develop our young stars. With that in mind I had a look at Baskerville
Raceway when in Hobart for work recently. Wow is it going great guns! Plenty of future
planning going on and almost booked out most months. Spoke to the caretaker, Davey, and he
was very upbeat. How much to compete in a club day? $50.00. Can you believe how cheap that
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is?!?! He let me take the hire Hyundai for a lap, what a great little track. The harder I pushed
the Hyundai though, the worse it got! I left feeling relieved to know that an important part of
our racing history was alive and well.
Drive well, drive safe,
Glenn.
__________________________________________________________________________________
Stupid Tractor Tricks (As in Stupid Pet Tricks)
From www.trainorders.com is this series of photos showing a rather resourceful tractor driver. Who
needs an unloading chutes?
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Tech

Talk
(a very ad hoc column intended to fill blank pages)

Coming to a Corvette near you – the mightly new Cheverolet LS7 has been a hot topic on the
web lately as information becomes available, and what an awesome piece of alloy it promises to
be! (Yes, I just want one…)

LS7: The Largest, Most
Powerful Small-Block Ever Built

DETROIT - From its inception 50 years ago, GM's small-block
V-8 has been a mainstay and favorite of the performance
world. Nothing, however, in the production history of this
respected eight-cylinder icon comes close to matching the
performance of the all-new, 500-horsepower LS7 small-block.
GM Powertrain, using valuable data gleaned from the factorysponsored Corvette C5R racing program, developed the LS7
with many competition-derived components and design
features. It takes production small-block performance to an
unprecedented level while demonstrating the continuing
adaptability of the engine's compact, cam-in-block design. It is, quite simply, the largest, most powerful
production small-block V-8 GM has ever produced.
The LS7 displaces 7.0 liters - 427 cubic inches - and is standard equipment in the 2006 Corvette Z06. It is
identified by red engine covers and is based on the new Gen IV small-block architecture.
Unlike the previous Corvette Z06 engine, the LS7 has a separate and distinct engine block casting and
reciprocating assembly than the base Corvette engine. And when compared to the LS2, it has a different
front cover, oil pan, exhaust manifolds and cylinder heads. The unique block accommodates largedisplacement cylinders, while other components make use of racing-derived lightweight components to help
boost horsepower and rpm capability.
The LS7's specifications are significant for a production engine:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

500 horsepower @ 6200 rpm
475 lb.-ft. of torque @ 4800 rpm
7000-rpm redline
Unique engine block with larger 104.8-mm (4.125-inch) bores and pressed-in cylinder liners
Forged steel crankshaft with 101.6-mm (4-inch) stroke
Titanium connecting rods
Cast aluminum flat-top pistons
Racing-derived CNC-ported aluminum cylinder heads with titanium intake valves and sodium-filled
exhaust valves
Dry-sump oiling system
11.0:1 compression ratio
Camshaft with 15-mm (.591-inch) lift
Hydroformed exhaust headers with unique "quad flow" collector flanges.

All LS7 engines are assembled by hand at GM's new Performance Build Center in Wixom , Mich. The exacting
standards to which they are built include deck-plate boring and honing of the cylinders and even crank lineboring of the block with the deck plates and side bolts installed - procedures normally associated with the
building of racing engines and almost unheard of in a production-vehicle engine.
"In many ways, the LS7 is a racing engine in a street car," said Dave Muscaro, assistant chief engineer of
small-block V-8 for passenger cars. "We've taken much of what we've learned over the years from the 7.0-
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liter C5R racing program and instilled it here. There really has been nothing else like it offered in a GM
production vehicle."
Indeed, the LS7's engineers spent as much time at racetracks as they did at engine dynamometers.
Everything from the cylinder heads to the unique dry-sump oiling system has a direct line back to the racing
program. But while the LS7 has racing roots, it delivers its performance with uncompromising smoothness
and tractability - qualities that make the Corvette Z06 a daily-drivable supercar.

Cylinder Block & Reciprocating Assembly

The LS7's competition-proven construction is exemplified in the cylinder block and reciprocating assembly,
where an all-new aluminum block casting is used to provide room for its large, 104.8-mm-diameter (4.125inch) cylinder bores. Inside the cylinders, aluminum flat-top pistons deliver an 11.0:1 compression ratio.
They're connected to a precision-balanced forged steel crankshaft with a 101.6-mm (4-inch) stroke via
lightweight titanium connecting rods.
The titanium rods weigh just 480 grams apiece - almost 30 percent less than the rods in the LS2 V-8.
Besides being lightweight, which enhances high-rpm performance and rpm range, titanium makes the rods
extremely durable. And as with features like deck-plate honing, the use of premium titanium connecting
rods typically is seen only in all-out racing engines.
Other details of the cylinder block assembly include pressed-in cylinder sleeves and forged steel main
bearing caps. Pressed-in cylinder sleeves are used to allow the large 104.8-mm bore while the six-bolt,
doweled-in-place CNC-machined forged steel main caps offer the superior strength required at the LS7's
power level. The smaller-displacement LS2 engine (101.6-mm bore x 92-mm stroke) has cast-in cylinder
sleeves and powder metal main caps.

Dry Sump Oiling System

The LS7 has a dry-sump oiling system designed to keep the engine properly
lubricated during the high cornering loads the Corvette Z06 is capable of
producing. An engine compartment-mounted 8-quart reservoir delivers oil to the
engine oil pump under the demanding conditions of cornering loads in excess of 1
g.
Oil circulates through the engine and down to the oil pan, where it is sent back to
the reservoir via a scavenge pump. The large-capacity reservoir, combined with a
high-efficiency air-to-oil cooler, provides necessary engine oil cooling under the
demands of the engine's power output. With the dry-sump system, oil is added to
the engine via the reservoir tank - which includes the oil level dipstick.
The LS7's dry-sump system was developed and tested on racetracks in the United States and Europe ,
including Germany 's famed Nürburgring. And while common in racing cars, the Corvette Z06 is one of just a
handful of production vehicles - and the only production Corvette - to ever incorporate such a highperformance oiling system.

Cylinder Heads

The LS7's CNC-ported aluminum cylinder heads are all-new and designed to meet the high airflow demands
of the engine's 7.0-liter displacement. Airflow has increased 25 percent compared to the base Corvette's
6.0-liter LS2 V-8.
To ensure optimal, uninterrupted airflow, the LS7 has straight, tunnel-like intake runners. Very large by
production-vehicle standards, the ports are designed to maintain fast airflow velocity, providing excellent
torque at low rpm and exhilarating horsepower at high rpm. Their design is yet another legacy of the
Corvette C5R racing program.
The heads feature 70-cc combustion chambers that are fed by huge, 56-mm-diameter titanium intake
valves. The lightweight titanium valves each weigh 21 grams less than the stainless steel valves used in the
LS2, despite the valve head having 22 percent more area. They are complemented by 41-mm sodium-filled
exhaust valves (vs. 39.4-mm valves in the LS2). To accommodate the large valve face diameters, the heads'
valve seats are siamesed; and, taken from experience with the engines of C5R racecars, the LS7's valve
angles are held at 12 degrees - vs. 15 degrees for the LS2 - to enhance airflow through the ports.
"The heads are simply works of mechanical art," said Muscaro. "We left nothing on the table when it came to
ensuring the best airflow through the engine."
Complete CNC porting of each cylinder head is performed on state-of-the-art five-axis milling machines,
which carve out the intake ports, exhaust ports and combustion chambers with mathematical precision. In
comparison, the LS2 features cast aluminum heads that require minimal finishing operations.
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Camshaft, Exhaust & Other Features

A unique hydraulic roller camshaft actuates the large valves, giving them the
time needed to bring in the air/fuel mixture and clear out the exhaust from
the LS7's large air passages. Based on C5R racing experience, the LS7's cam
has an all-new profile that provides .591-inch lift (15 mm) on both the
intake and exhaust valves - almost .066 inch more than the LS2's already
stout .525-inch lift specs.
To accommodate the extremely high valve lift and the large ports, 1.8:1
roller rocker arms - offset on the intake side - and raised valve spring seats
are used. In contrast, the LS2 has 1.7:1 conventional roller rockers.
Like other Gen IV V-8 engines, the LS7 uses a composite, three-piece
friction-welded intake manifold, although its passages are tuned to support
the engine's considerable airflow requirements. The manifold is fronted by a
90-mm-diameter single-bore, electronically controlled throttle body. Higher-capacity, five gram/sec fuel
injectors also are mounted in the manifold assembly. Like the LS2, the LS7 has a returnless fuel system that
enhances both power and emissions performance.
On the exhaust side, racing-style hydroformed steel tubular exhaust headers are used. The individual header
tubes meet at a special quad-outlet collector flange at the very tip of the header outlet where they smoothly
enter into a "wide-mouth" catalytic converter. This system design approach greatly contributes to the Z06's
backpressure. The four rectangular sections of the flange smooth the exhaust flow out of the engine.
Hydroformed exhaust headers are unique to the LS7 and are a specialty even among racing engines.

Built By Hand

Assembly of every LS7 engine is performed by hand by a dedicated team member at GM's new Performance
Build Center . The engines are pushed through approximately 15 sub-assembly stations, where only the
components and tools necessary to complete the station's task are on hand. Tools such as electric torque
wrenches provide repeatable accuracy for the engine's precise tolerances, while the eyes of the specially
trained team members provide intangible attention to detail.
Team members are engine-build specialists selected from GM's experimental engine lab, and they complete
about 30 LS7 engines per day. Upon completion, each engine is balanced and subjected to a 20-minute heat
test. It is then transported to the Corvette Assembly Plant in Bowling Green , Ky. , to be married with a new
Corvette Z06.
Information from www.corvettemuseum.com

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Editors

Report
Bloody hell it’s October already, Bathurst has been run and won, and the bills from last Christmas have
nearly been paid off! Must be nearly time to spend a heap and get back into some serious debt again! At
least I have got the mighty Dato to the point where its now ready for some serious competition, although
(speaking of debt) there is still a heap of work to do on it – some of the light weight panels really do need an
attack of the welder and sone sections of BHP’s finest (Yes yes I know they aren’t called BHP any longer,
but their new name is too wanky and has no association with repairing good ol’ aussie rustbuckets!).
Anyway it will be making its dirt debut at Avalon at the end of the month, should be amusing to both drive
and watch. Being full of confidence I am of course taking it on a trailer!
Just for anyone out there who lives under a rock and hasn’t seen it, I’ve had to include a pic of Holdens
latest show car – reckon I’d look pretty good hanging out of it!!

One mag to go this year, SEND ARTICLES!! Place ads!! Closing date for the November magazine is
Thursday, November 17th.
Cheers, Kim McC.
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Minutes of Holden Sporting Car Club of Vic. Inc. – General Meeting
Bells Hotel, South Melbourne – 26/09/2005
MEETING OPENED AT 8.24PM
PRESENT
APOLOGIES

As per sign in book.
D.Davies, K.McConchie, A.Slater, J.Slater, K.Cardwell.

Previous minutes Moved: R.Cardwell
Seconded: T.Fitzpatrick
Any business arising from previous minutes? Nil.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Have guest tonight, Ron Dent from Pro-ma.
BBDO, first time for me. 14 cars from our club. 100’s of beautiful cars. HSCCV won best club display.
Developed new logo, designed by K.Lethborg. Bruce Lethborg detailed design to members. N.Thompson noted a likeness to CAMS
logo. WP-Must have made impression as Monaro Club had a close up of one of our window banners on their website. New logo will
attract younger members. TF-have we taken steps to protect the image. WP- have taken steps to secure.
New banners are available to members who are going to show n shines. Also stickers to go with them. TF- Can we make upper
windscreen banners? GM- put small stickers in a row! J.Percy- will web address be put on? WP- no too cluttered. TF- where is club
contact advertised then? R.Cardwell- yellow pages. N.Thompson- CAMS website.
Drive in night- Dukes of Hazzard, thanks Amelia.Couple of good jokes. Met at Frankston Pier. 6-7 cars, not wet at Drive in.
Constitution ready to be looked at.
Memberships are due in January. Please pay in a timely manner so upcoming events will be easy to undertake.
STOCK
Last month had fire sale. $470 stock sold + after sales by K.McConchie.
May have something new for next month.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Congratulations to the club for BBDO. Was at the Rally of Melbourne that day.
PIARC website has links to Grp5 clubs. Our site is there with the spinning logo.
PI show n shine. Best Display/ Only display! Won all the prizes.
Presentation night- endeavouring to have guest speakers. John Harvey? Rang C.Paola to ask if he can get the Dodo drivers to come
along. Please come on the 10th of December to Cresco Park.
SECRETARY
Incoming mail: Unicar mag, FFCC mag, Ing promo, CCRMIT mag, Cerberus Car Club mag, Train Trak promo, Euroa Show n shine
promo, V8 supercar road trip promo, Whistle stop Tavern promo, Commercial Hotel Kingston promo, 2006 Classic Bathurst Calendar
order form, Clothing connection promo, RACV board election notification, waterless carwash promo, In Business mag, Auto art Photos
promo, Summit chq.
TREASURER
$2901.96 total.
EDITOR
Not present. Articles!
N.Thompson- Report paying out on circuits in our last magazine was mentioned at the last CAMS state council meeting. WP- Good, they
read it then!
MOTOR RACING
Was going to retract Lindsay Fox statement.
Alonso has won championship
V8’s- Ryan Briscoe fractured clavicle and foot.
Went to Hobart, visited Baskerville Raceway. Being renovated, resurfacing next year. $55 to run in a sprint there. Great track.
SOCIAL
Not present.
WP- social calendar for this year was; pig out, PI run, BBDO, Drive in and Pentridge Day. Summit Christmas Party on same night as
club one, wont go to the work one!
Christmas Party, 10th of December. BL has done a lot of work to get interesting parties involved.
RALLY/VCRS
C.Atkinson running well in 6th place, then crashed.
RoM- Cody Crocker won again, at BBDO so didn’t see.
RC & BL report on RoM.
MOTORKHANA/ GRP5
18th September at Werribee, B & K Lethborg only competitors. BL had shocking day. Brain fade on flags. BL 6/12 KL 7/17
Yesterday VMC at Werribee. BL only again. All over by 1:30pm even with lunch break. 8 tests, 28 entries. Hopefully that good for us
when we run our VMC next year. Werribee ground was excellent in spite of running so many events.
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Last M/khana at Moorabbin WWW beat Ray!
3-4 m/khanas for the rest of the year.
VMC 16th Oct Werribee.
NCCA 23rd at Somerton.
HAC interclub Nov.? Werribee.
FFCC 1st Nov Somerton. Come n Try event.
Grp5 meeting last Tuesday. Foundations of next years calendar.
HSCCV possible dual event with FFCC at Winton in Feb then Sandown later in the year.
Hillclimb 13th Nov at Morwell may be cancelled, should we pick up?
30th October HSCCVat Avalon. Supp regs at CAMS. Need a cook, observers and time keepers. Also need a steward to work with Vlad.
M/khana- next year talking about allowing locked diffs if LSD was available on that model. Also increase in reversing tests to 25%.
Officials pool- Going to circulate to clubs to help out if available.
Have stirred a hornets nest with CAMS. Wrote email which will be going to the State exec. next month.
TF- Last Saturday went to PI with Dave Williams.
RW- Only member to attend PI sprint. Large delay after Mini spilt oil from start to MG. Had very loud knock in Corolla engine. Went
home but it seized on the way! Broke toe too.
WEBSITE
Added BBDO pictures and award.
WP- please send members cars photos to GK.
TF- HD to be in Classic Cars mag next month.
CAMS STATE COUNCIL
Not present. Notes made from minutes read by KL. N.Thompson filled the gaps and offered to be delegate for our club in the event of
L.McMillan not attending.
MEMBERSHIP/POINTSCORE
Please return all club perpetual trophies to KL if you were a recipient last year.
PUBLIC OFFICER
Nil to report. Have not received incorporation paperwork as yet.
GENERAL BUSINESS
WP- received call from someone who heard that WP likes VK’s. Has a V8 Calais for sale. Is a neighbour of Pete’s
New constitution all typed up. All members will receive after approval from Consumer Affairs.
RC- Staff briefing at work discussed redevelopment of a paddock for multisport facilities. Spoke re motorkhanas for driver training. Idea
went to managers briefing at council. May get some say in running and set up. KL- could push Junior Development angle.
NT- Indi car race is V8’s last event. Mt Buller sprint will be 4 day event next year. Bahrain next year, speak to NT re going.
BL- Hyundai mag article re rally series with 1994-2000 Excel’s. Restricted class, cheap to start 10-12K. Intending to run it with the Vic
State Championship. Trying to organise a car.
FINES
P.Stewart for forgetting plaque.
Lotto: 7-6-2 No winner.
MEETING CLOSED10.20PM

Club

Raffle
We are running a fundraising raffle over the year and the
prize is a truly unique 1/18 scale model of Mark Skaife’s
2003 HRT VY Commodore signed by Mark Skaife, Todd
Kelly, Peter Brock and Denny Mooney CEO of Holden. The
model is highly detailed and would look great in your display
cabinet. The model will be on display at each general meeting
where tickets will be sold for $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 and
will be drawn at the presentation night in December. Haven’t
got your tickets yet? Get to the next meeting, open that wallet
and give the moths a look at the outside world, buy HEAPS
of tickets, you know you want it, we know you want it, the
moths know you want it and most importantly the club needs your money!!
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HOLDEN SPORTING CAR CLUB of VICTORIA
Inc.
P.O. Box 791
Melbourne Victoria 3001

Please tick

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

or

RENEWAL

Name(s):

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Address:

……………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………..Postcode: …………………..

Phone: AH……………………BH………………………Mob…………………………..
Email:

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Occupation:

……………………………………Date(s) of birth……………………………..

Vehicles:

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Reg. Numbers:…………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership No(s): ……………………Introduced by:…………………………(New members)
I am interested in: Motorkhana……..Race:……….Rally……….Sprint/Hillclimbs………….
I hereby certify that I will abide by the rules and regulations of the Holden Sporting car Club of Victoria Inc. and also the
National Competition Rules of the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport with which this club is affiliated.

Signed:…………………………………………….

Dated:……………………….

Membership fees:

$48.00 full year/$24.00 from January 1
$70.00 full year/$35.00 from January 1
$25.00 full year/12.00 from January 1
$25.00 full year/prorata part year

Please mark clearly

Single:
Family:
Junior (under 18)
Associate (Bona fide members
of non CAMS affiliated car
clubs only with proof of membership)

Level 2 Licence can only be purchased at Club meetings or events
Payment:

Cash…………………….

Please return to:

Cheque……………………………….

The Membership Secretary
HSCCV Inc.
PO Box 791
Melbourne 3001

Office Use:
Date received:…………….
Licence processed:……….
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