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Magazine
Articles and advertisements to be published in the magazine can be submitted via e-mail to the Editor at
editor@holdenclub.com . Microsoft Word format is preferred and each months items must be received by
midnight on the second Wednesday of each month. Quarter page ads are free to members; advertising is
otherwise charged at $10 - quarter page, $20 - half page, $35 - full page

Website
Why not visit our website for further information. You can also download all competitive supplementary
regulations (entry forms) via the site. Find us at: www.holdenclub.com

Club Meetings
Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of every month (except December) at Bells Hotel, cnr Moray and
Coventry Sts, South Melbourne, 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. All members and their friends are very
welcome. Meals are available prior to the meeting at bistro prices.

Correspondence
All correspondence for the Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria, Inc. should be addressed to The
Secretary, Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria Inc., GPO Box 791, Melbourne, Vic 3001

Disclaimer
The views written are not necessarily those of the committee and the producers of the Holden Sporting
Car Club of Victoria Inc.’s newsletter, “Holden Torque”. We accept no responsibility for the accuracy of
the information printed and quality of any item or service advertised or mentioned in this publication.
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555
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———— Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
President - B. Lethborg
Hi Guys, August and it’s been
a motorsport drought, not
even a motorkhana has been
run this month.
The six hour is being run at
Phillip Island on the 30th and
31st and many of our members
are getting their cars ready
for this awesome event. I
visited Wayne recently to
check out the VK and I must
say he has a great job of
completely rebuilding and
repainting the car, you won’t
recognise it, I believe the car
will be at our dyno day with
new engine. Speaking of dyno
day, we still have several
spots vacant; bring your road
car, race car, billy cart,
scooter, anything with wheels
and an engine. Only $40 for
two runs and a bbq, if you are
interested call me and book
your spot 0417014304.
Kim’s fifteen minutes of fame
turned out to be around 2 ½
minutes so he reckons he has
13 ½ minutes credit left. The
story was very Sydney based
and centred on a woman with
an asthmatic child who lived
next to a freeway and travels
an hour three quarters to
work each way. Kim at least
got to swear on national
television and upset Christian
groups with his reference to
Jesus Christ. It amazes me on
how much 60 minutes spent
on travelling to Melbourne
twice, hiring Calder,
helicopter in air and
destroying a video camera all
for such a short stint on air, at
least it didn’t show us as
hoons on a race track, oh I
think Kim may have upset the
greenies too by “loving my
V8”.

I have been able to secure a
visit to a V8 supercar team
the date will be settled soon
as the team is moving to new
premises, most likely after
Bathurst so stay tuned.
We still have a few spots left
for the Go Kart day at Phillip
Island so give Jeremy a call
and book your place.
Winton is coming up in
September and we will be
needing helpers again, we had
a fantastic turnout at
Sandown please call me if you
can help 0417014304.
The VN is getting a new
engine and it should be at
Winton and I hope I can get
more than five laps this time.
Thanks to Martin Carabott for
helping to organise an engine
from his many contacts. I’ve
heard Dave Davies has a
pretty good strong engine in
the VK now, in excess of
200kw at the wheels sounds
good. Dave will be burning up
the tarmac a PI in the six hour
and Winton I’m sure.
If you have any good in car
video we’d like you to bring it
along to our general meetings
so we can show it on the big
screen. Please call and let me
know. DVD or video is ok.
Congratulations to Troy
Fitzpatrick who recently got
engaged to Julie. He proposed
to her at the Titanic
restaurant in Williamstown in
front of all the patrons and
was “married” by the Captain
of the Titanic.
See you at Bells
Cheers Bruce
_____________________________

Big news is we will be visiting
a V8 supercar workshop soon;
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

Vice President G. Black
Another month goes by and
what have we done?
(apologies to Mr Lennon).
Time seems to fly by, some
suggest it is a sign of old age,
but I am not so sure (besides
I am not getting old. I know
this because I stopped
counting ages ago, err
recently?)
The Philip Island six hour is
almost upon us, with the
preparation, determination
and spirit of the club
(apologies to Qantas??)
although some have not done
as much race car maintenance
as you would expect.
Preparation for all events is
done during the night just
before the event. It’s a
tradition, and I why should I
go against it.
I was investigating oil coolers
for this event, (although I
think there is little risk of a
hot day) and visited Nordons
in Dandenong. I had been told
to try them because of good
advise and prices. I eventually
got there right on closing and
they still cranked up their
steam driven computer and
helped me out and gave some
advise that saved me from
wasting money and getting
the wrong bits. Always
impressive when this
happens, although it seems
some performance supply
companies are only willing to
talk if you give them your car
and bank balance for 10
years. (A team that managed
to crash out on the first lap of
last years 6 hour comes to
mind here). I find it
interesting that we all try to
find our own “special” person
or company, and yet if we
banded together we would
(Continued on page 4)
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———— Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
(Continued from page 3)

actually have significant
negotiating power.
Anyway, the six hour, should
be interesting, seeing how it
goes with 50 cars on the track
at once. That’s almost 4 times
as many as a sprint day. It
sounds a bit scary, but
hopefully it will all work out
OK.
Jokes aside, the six hour
really is a great weekend. I
think a few have mentioned
the atmosphere and
camaraderie between
members and (some) other
competitors is amazing. I was
reminiscing with a friend of
mine recently and he
commented that there did not
seem to be real club
atmosphere the times he
visited the track with me,
which I was interested to
hear. The good part is he last
visited while I was a member
of another club (so was not
talking about HSCCV) and
reflecting on it he was right.
Those days were good and I
had a few people I usually
caught up with, but if
anything went wrong it was
like most events and clubs.
Some would come over and
mumble commiserations,
suggest their mechanic to fix
and wander off. At HSCCV
events I’ve seen people roll
up their sleeves and get stuck
right into it. The effort put
into Pirate Pete’s race car last
year at Sandown when a
water pump failed was
impressive. A pump was
bought from Repco, fitted and
fixed without missing a
session. That is ‘something’
this club has that you can’t
just create overnight, decide
to have or get from a shop.
You either have it or you
don’t. HSCCV has it and it’s
something that sets this club
apart from others.
Anyway, good luck to all
competitors from HSCCV,
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

hopefully one of us will take
out a place at Philip Island.
Cheers
Greg. (stepping off soap box now)
______________________________

Secretary - P. Slater
Hi and welcome to August the
month of the Six Hour Relay
and I’m getting really excited
about this event. It is the
pinnacle of the club racing
season with a huge field of
cars, professional pits and
massive cooperation between
club members. I hope to see
many members at Phillip
Island on the 30/31st whether
competing, helping out or just
spectating. Our club has a
great history at this event and
should do well. The club has
organised with Revolution
Racegear to have a HSCCV
race suit pattern made up and
during the week I was
measured up for a suit and
should have it for the 6 hour
so I will at least look like a
racecar driver.
Coming up the next week is
the Ford/Holden Series
presentation night for 2007
better late than never. I
believe that they are
struggling for numbers for
this event so come along and
celebrate our great series.
Phil Slater

______________________________

Treasurer - V. Kowal
The club’s accounts are in a
healthy position for this time
of year. A small income from
the Winton event has come
through $307.50 and a larger
income from the Sandown
event is yet to come in.
Our Club Lotto balance is
looking healthy. Someone
should win it soon. There will
be nearly enough in it for a
tank of petrol for a Hyundai
Getz soon!

While the nice $91.00 interest
from ING really helps, the $42
withholding tax still hurts. I
am very grateful for the
efforts of Frank Rogan and
another club member (Steve)
who is working on getting us
an ABN/ABRN to eliminate
this withholding tax figure.

Preparing for the Six Hour
This weekend work starts in
earnest to get the Escort
reliable for the Six Hour.
The engine is out for new
gaskets new sump and new
rear main seal. The gearbox is
getting replaced. New clutch,
thrust bearing and pressure
plate. While the car is up on
blocks, the front struts are
coming out for new bushes
and strut inserts as well as
strut tops. New brake pads,
race brake fluid flush and new
rear shoes (yes, still no discs
at the rear!) and new rear
wheel bearings.
The heater is getting reconnected (you never know, it
may be wet or cold at the
island!) and new wipers will
finish off the preparation.
Then if there’s time, there will
be some new paint (FAT
CHANCE!)
So don’t ring me, I’M BUSY!
Becoming an Official
So how have club members
been going looking into
becoming officials? I hope
there have been at least a few
and I am looking forward to
hearing at the next club
meeting that some of you
have made enquiries and are
on the way. We had better
make sure that Bruce,
Richard, Peter, Frank and
myself are not travelling
together in a car which goes
off a cliff or else that’s the
end of all club competition
and we/you can all simply
meet to talk about cars!!!!
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———— Club TORQUE - Club Calendar 2008 ————————————————————————
Income/Deposits for the period July 19th 2008 to August 15th 2008
Income for the period July 19 to August 15 2008
Ford Four Winton proceeds

$

307.50

Memberships

$

188.00

Stock Sales

$

NIL

Transfer from ING to ANZ Cheque Account

$

NIL

Aroma Bakeries

$

Six Hour Entry Fee

$ 450.00

40.00

ING Interest
Total Income

$
(ANZ Deposit $985.50 )

91.93

$ 1077.43

Payments for the period July 19 to August 15 2008
Phillip Island Go Cart Deposit

$

790.00

Magazine postage

$

50.00

ANZ Bank charges

$

15.00

Withholding tax

$

42.00

Transfer from ING to ANZ Cheque Account

$ 3000.00

Total

$ 3897.00

Accounts/Liquidity

i.e. Our Balance as of July 19th 2008

ANZ Cheque Account Balance

$

1880.58

ING account. Includes $91.93 interest

$

18513.18

Petty cash tin

$

Club Lotto Balance

24.60

$119.10 (thanks for the extra!)

Balance Total (Liquidity)

$ 20,418.36

Note: All outstanding in Six Hour entry fees are paid…………………………..

TEAM NAME

TEAM De SADE

ENTRIES PAID

ENTRANTS

$1500 to HSCCV

5

BALANCE
OWING
HSCCV
NIL

$1500 to HSCCV

5

NIL

(Chris Paola)
TEAM ALLSORTS
(Frank Rogan)

printed by Maroondah Printing
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———— Club TORQUE - Club Calendar 2008 ————————————————————————
Dates & Venues subject to change. Please advise of events that need to be added

AUGUST
1-3
3
11
18
25
30-31

V8 Supercars—Winton
VMCi Hillclimb—Broadford
HSCCV Committee Meeting
HSCCV Print Night
HSCCV General Meeting—Bells Hotel
6 Hour Regularity—Philip Island

SEPTEMBER
7
8
12-14
14
15
20-21
22
28

PIARC Grp5 Motorkhana—Moorabbin
HSCCV Committee Meeting
V8 Supercars—Philip Island
HSCCV/FFCC Ford Holden Challenge Sprint – Winton
HSCCV Print Night
PIARC Grp5 Sprint—Philip Island
HSCCV General Meeting—Bells Hotel
TCCA Grp5 Motorkhana—Werribee

OCTOBER
5
9-12
13
20
23-26
26
27

HSCCV/FFCC Ford Holden Challenge Hillclimb– Haunted Hills
V8 Supercars Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000
HSCCV Committee Meeting
HSCCV Print Night
Indy 300 (incl. V8 supercars)
PAC VMC Rnd 8—Tooradin
HSCCV General Meeting—Bells Hotel

NOVEMBER
2
4
6-8
9
10
17
21-23
24

HSCCV Motorkhana—Melton (event TBC)
HSCCV/FFCC Holden Ford Challenge Sprint (Grp5) – Sandown (Cup Day)
V8 Supercars—Bahrain
PIARC Grp5 Sprint—Philip Island
HSCCV Committee Meeting
HSCCV Print Night
V8 Supercars—Symmons Plains
HSCCV AGM—Bells Hotel

DECEMBER
4-7
TBA

V8 Supercars Grand Finale—Oran Park
HSCCV Christmas Party & Presentation Night

printed by Maroondah Printing
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———— Club TORQUE - Members profile — Mark Kakouri —————————
Age?

39

Nickname?
Years with the club?

First

Married? Single? Anything you’d like to discuss?
Profession?

Married, with one boy almost 3
Motor mechanic

Dream job?
Current vehicle(s)?

VE SSV Sedan,

Future projects?

VS Converted CCup Car

Years racing?

4

First motorsports event?

Phillip Island PIARC day, XB Gt 351

Best racing results?

Sprints, PI 1.51.3, Sandown, 1.25.49

Favorite tracks?

Phillip Island , Best flowing and speed track

Favorite Motorsports events?

Bathurst,

Favorite drivers (not yourself!)

Skaife, Lowndes

First car you owned?

LC torana, 308, auto, started to convert it my
self when I was 17

Favorite all-time race car?
Ultimate dream car?

Bugati

Least favorite car?

Lada Niva

Any other sports interests?

Trail bike riding, footy,

Other interests?

Family and motorsports

Do you own a pet?

Bird, rainbow lorikeet

The Car is a converted Commodore cup VH.
It started out as a Marcus Zucanovic Car,
I bought it from a guy that was doing super
TT racing, he had melted the pistons twice
and had had enough of rebuilding it so he
sold it to me with a blown engine and no
gearbox.
I built the engine and bolted an XF 5spd gearbox to it, lightened flywheel and a ceramic
button clutch plate.

it snapped in half; it was a come racing cast
355 crank.
I took her home and stripped her down, fitted
a SCAT crank, SCAT H beam rods and a nice
set of JE forged pistons and pins. On the
dyno she had 240rwkw, played with her some
more and also replaced the performer manifold with a torker manifold, and she tuned up
to 270rwkw.
I fitted an oil accumulator to the oil system to
stop oil surge around the Phillip Island left
handers as well.

The engine is a 355 stroker, forged JE pistons
and pins, Scat rods and crank. The cylinder
heads have been fully ported, they flow close
to 500hp and have the best valve gear bolted
on for reliability.
In February THIS YEAR I went to the Island
for the group 5 sprint, I was using a MSD coil,
my rev limiter didn't like the signal coming
from the coil and it started breaking down at
high revs, this caused the crank to whip and
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

Marks’ Commodore cup car in action at Sandown
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———— Club TORQUE - Tech talk—engines Part 2 —————————
Continued from June edition.

give better results from both weight and performance improvements. From a value for
dollar basis normal VN style heads are the go.

Now the engine is starting to take shape, you
need to choose which heads you want. Don’t
forget that if you swap heads from early to
later models you will need new extractors as
well as camshaft, inlet manifold and rocker
covers. (Inlet and exhaust patterns changed
at VN ). From a performance perspective the
choice is easy, VN style heads are better, with
more power out of the box and more potential
than early heads. If you need or want to run
early heads go for B cast or V5H heads; if you
can’t find these try getting standard heads
modified for big valves. There are a few inlet
valve sizes available, up to 2.05” but don’t go
too big for the engine being built, or things
might not be as good as you thought. Early
style heads rarely need to go past 1.94”
valves. Modifying standard heads will cost
you more than buying a pair of second hand
VN style heads, and is not good value for
money.
There are aftermarket alloy heads in both
styles available which, if you can afford it, will

Brock ‘B’ cast heads

Don’t use the original head bolts for a decent
horsepower engine, use head studs instead.
The valves and springs need to be suitable

‘B’ cast heads showing valve arrangement

Friendly, Professional Design Service, Superb Colour Printing
Complete Photocopying Services to suit all Corporate Image requirements
And also club magazines
Corporate Image Development.
And of course, General Printing to cover all your printing needs

Phone:

03 9879 1555. Fax: 03 9879 1799

Unit 16, 42 New Street, Ringwood 3134
Email: Robert@maroondahprinting.com.au

printed by Maroondah Printing
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———— Club TORQUE - Tech talk—engines Part 2 —————————
for the camshaft chosen, as they need to
cope with higher lift, aggressive profiles and
high revs. A poor choice of spring can lead
to valve bounce (float) which feels like hitting
a rev limiter, the car just seems to not go anymore.

save your money and go for a solid camshaft.
The heads and porting will need to be up to
the increased flow demands placed by improved camshafts. It’s no use just getting a
grinder and hacking away here, they need to
flow better, not just be bigger, and what flows
better is not always obvious, especially when
there are valves, valve stems and all sorts of
bits and pieces reducing flow efficiency.
Now for the inlet manifold; your choice will be
dictated by induction (carburetor or fuel injection) and the type of heads used (early or VN
style). The manifold you choose can have a
big impact on the characteristics of an engine; in one example a single plane manifold
gave a flat torque curve with reasonable

Alloy VN heads, showing different valve arrangement
to ’B’ cast. Valves are all same pattern for inlet and
exhaust.

Float is bad because when it lets go
there is every chance you will be picking
pieces of your engine out of the sump.
The choice is only limited by your wallet,
but for a reasonable power race engine
standard valves and springs will not be
up to the task.
Rockers should be roller type, with adjustable being optimum, although if you
are using hydraulic camshaft non adjustable
will be OK. You can use standard pressed
rockers for lower spec engines, but carry
spares and keep an eye on them. Roller rockers have a higher profile and may not fit under the original rocker covers, especially for
early heads. The heads may need extra work
(machining) to fit some roller rockers.
Camshafts come in three types; hydraulic,
solid and roller cams. A solid camshaft will
give more power than hydraulic, but the best
is roller cam and lifters. Early blocks may
need machining for roller lifters, although aftermarket variations which don’t require the
block to be machined are available. To set up
properly for roller lifters you will add a fair bit
extra cost, however reportedly the drivability
and power/response does improve with it.
You will also need to use VN style heads to
get decent flow, if you are using early heads
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

Roller rockers, stud mount. Shaft mount have better angle
and setup control.

power, but when changed to dual plane the
torque and power curves rose and resulted in
higher power output (with a drop in early
torque).
Don’t forget to consider bonnet clearance as
well; you may need to use a bonnet bulge
similar to the VK Group A to gain extra clearance.
If you are going carburetor there are those
who swear by Rochester and those who
swear at them. I have heard reports of Rochester being better for torque curves and Holley better for top end. I have never done a
dyno comparison, although a carburetor
swap from one event to the next did show a
noticeable change in torque and low end drivability with a Rochester. From a weekend rac-
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———— Club TORQUE - Tech talk—engines Part 2 —————————
ers repair and maintenance perspective a Holley can be easier to work on, is probably less
daunting, and the (optional) externally adjustable metering block is a bonus for at the track
adjustments. The Rochester secondary needles are easy to change, but getting harder to
find spares. Whatever you choose don’t make
it too big
because
the engine may
not have
the airflow necessary to
get the
most out
of the
carburetor.
Rochester Quadrajet—applauded or discarded, it’s your
choice.

Regardless of which carburetor is used it is
important the transition from primary to secondary is smooth and throttle plates are vertical on full throttle application; however they
must not go over centre on full throttle application as it will restrict flow and could affect
the closing of the throttle. Fuel pressure and
flow is often overlooked but important, Rochester and Holley both work happily up to 6psi.

Standard Holden manifold with fuel economy ribs on base.
Not for performance. Note carbon deposits from 91 octane
unleaded.

have seen both carburetors working at
higher pressure, but you risk flooding or fuel
pullover by unseating the needle in the bowl.
If you are using high fuel pressure you need
printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

to make sure the float, needle and seat are in
good condition. If the fuel line is a decent size
the volume is more important than pressure;
obviously if you have a 500HP engine this
may not hold true, but for most engines

Holley Ultra HP double pumper. Works very well, but it’s not
a Rochester…. (Still your choice) Note the race design
around main body. This carby is based on Nascar.

the carburetor can work down to 2psi. Consider a larger diameter fuel line and a separate fuel pump such as the external electric
variety. (Make sure you install a switch that
stops the fuel pumps when the engine stops).

Dual plane performer type manifold, no fuel economy ribs
and no carbon deposits from 98 octane fuel used. (Manifold
has been in use for 3 years, and not cleaned before photo)

Fuel injection if set up properly can give more
power and better economy. If you are building
from scratch (ie don’t have parts lying
around) it will also cost a lot more, as you
need to consider the cost of wiring/
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———— Club TORQUE - Tech talk—engines Part 2 —————————
installation, sensors, plumbing, dyno time,
swirl pots, multiple pumps and injectors on
top of the computer. This can be several
thousands of dollars, and if you have it to
spare go for it. Fuel injection requires a decent fuel supply line and a return line. Both
lines can be up to 3/8”, if you go any larger
you may not get enough pressure at the injectors. Pumps suitable for carburetors are no
good for fuel injection as the pressure required is much higher. You will also need to
make sure the fuel system does not starve
through cornering, braking or acceleration.
Typically this is done with foam filled tanks
and swirl pots. (The foam is specially designed to be compatible with fuel; don’t try
stuffing polystyrene packing in your tank because you will have one great mess).
An often overlooked but critical area is the
sump. If you take your brand new engine to a
track like Philip Island with all the bearings
and tolerances so tight and have a standard
sump you are at high risk of damaging the
engine from oil starvation. There are many
different ‘race’ sumps on the market but the
main thing to remember is what you are trying to achieve; which is, the oil pick up is always picking up oil, and not air. The concept
is not difficult, but getting a sump to do that
is the important part.

places such as Performance ignition. Good
quality leads will save you from all sorts of
problems, particularly as the revs rise, so
don’t settle for supermarket specials here.
Use spacers or standoffs for the leads to prevent rubbing and contact with heater hoses
etc. This will save damage to the lead insulation and can prevent spark ‘jumping’ between
leads or ‘grounding’ on water hoses. Both are
undesirable because it reduces the spark
‘strength’.
From everything covered so far, the optimum
Holden engine would be a stroker, with H
beam rods, 4 bolt mains with stud kit, forged
pistons, roller camshaft, high rise manifold,
alloy VN style heads with head stud kit and
fuel injection (aftermarket). This would be serious power & torque and would be lots of
fun. The best price performance balance
would be stroker crank, H beam rods, race
cast or forged pistons, solid camshaft, VN
heads, dual plane manifold and carburetor.
Most of the value in your engine is finding a
good engine builder who can put it together
with accuracy and precision to avoid
“cumulative error” and everything just works
together. Some claim they can do this and
others are able to, the important part to work
out is which one you are dealing with.
The information provided is generalized and
comparisons are assumed on a reasonably
even basis. You can prove any of the comments wrong, and it will cost you lots more
and may improve performance by a lot less.
While many of
the suggestions may be
suitable for
road registered
cars it is assumed the car
is for track use
only.

Four bolt main caps with Nascar style splayed bolts at about
11°.

Another area overlooked is the distributor
and leads. The distributor should be electronic as fitted to Commodores and not
points type. A quite good aftermarket distributor prepared for racing is available from
printed by Maroondah Printing
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Brands mentioned or
shown are for
example only.
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———— Club TORQUE - Stock report— Martin ———————
Ladies and Gentlemen its time for the annual
HSCCV stock fire sale coming to you at our
next meeting (August 25) , all items will be
reduced and no reasonable offer will be
refused. Help your club by bringing your cash
to the pub!
The club race suits are now available for
order, red with the HSCCV logo front and
back plus our sponsors embroided down the
sleeves, with a choice of four different styles,
it won’t be long til I put my old ( three years
old ) suit on EBay.
My VK is officially finished, I started it today,
yeah still sounds the same, funny that. My
mechanic/engine builder, a self confessed
Holden V8 nut, who has been in the trade for
at least fifty years is very old school and anal
about correct run in periods. I will be
following his instructions before unleashing
on the track, yeah won’t that be fun on the
street Mr.Plod. He also mentioned that I need
to get serious about weight reduction, I don’t
know if he meant me or the car ?
I managed to get more work done on the
garage this month, we are getting closer to
making a happy home for the Commode,
hopefully a little bit more comfortable than its
current location, surrounded by spare parts,

under 10mm of dust, whilst playing oil drip
tray for an HX Munro. Who said 308’s didn’t
leak oil, at least it’s being stored under cover.
It would have been nice to get my VK to the
dyno day Sunday August 24, but as
mentioned earlier, not enough time to get
organized. I will be there with the VZ instead,
the General says it’s good for 250kw at the
fly, lets see what it will do at the treads. Come
and make a fun day of it, lunch will be
provided.
Apologies to those members I failed to
mention in my review of last months
Sandown event, not easy to remember all, I
should have been taking notes, but we were
busy waving flags.
Also a call to all members to give up at least
one drive a year to help out as an official at
an event that you would otherwise be behind
the wheel, (you know who you are ) it’s time
to give something back to your club – you’ll
feel good for it – I did.
I can’t wait to get my VK track ready, Ian
Smith you and I have unfinished business at
Calder. See you at the next meeting, Martin.

———— Club TORQUE - CSV visit— Martin ———————
In my travels this month I
paid a visit to Corsa Specialized Vehicles in Sunshine,
originally based in Mildura,
these guys started building
cars in the early Nineties sort
of like an alternative to HSV.
Moving to Melbourne about
six years ago, where they
will performance mod your
late model Holden, as opposed to selling you a whole
new car.
What did they offer me and
my VZ you ask? After a one
day install, new air intake
box, full front to back exhaust, chip upgrade, transmission tweak, and dyno report. A 45kw power increase
was promised at a cost of
$3500.
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Option two, after you have
won the lottery first, then
leave your car in their capable hands for several days.
The Gen 3 will be replaced
with seven litres of Corvette
427ci LS7, yeah you even get
inlet and exhaust mods too.
An eight litre oil tank for the
dry sump, is fitted to where
the LS1 air filter box once
sat, transmission is modified
just a little, and a full dyno
report. Power is now at
400kw at a cost of $35,000.
Your daily driver will never
be the same again, your
tranny may last the day, and
the guys at your local Bob
Jane will know by first name
before you know it.
Special thanks to Peter and
the boys at CSV for allowing

me to annoy them, ask lots
of questions, and have a
general snoop ! Martin.

Don’t forget if you are looking into home
loans, consider DONATION Home loans –
one of our members did, and the club benefits accordingly!
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———— Club TORQUE - Members write— Vlad ———————

Sprint-Racing Motorkhana
car setup tips
The Committee is proposing a new segment
for our General Club Meetings. We propose
that we have a magazine page of recommendations from members for what they have
done to improve the performance of their
cars, to help other members with car setup.
Advice also on where members have bought
parts for better prices, where they but tyres
etc. could be useful for other club members.
There will be part of each club meeting set
aside for this segment and any suggestions
in this regard would be welcome.
If you would like to present something at a
club meeting in this regard or any other matter, please contact Vlad via email at educon@bigpond.net.au or via SMS on
0438744618.
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In Car Video/DVD
As another regular meeting segment, club
members are invited to bring along in car
footage from any competition with which they
have been involved. We will set aside 10 to
15minutes to view the footage each month. If
anyone has footage they would like to bring
please email Vlad at educon@bigpond.net.au
or SMS/Call on 0438744618. We will start at
the next club meeting on AUGUST 24th .

———— Holden TORQUE ————————————————————— August 2008

page 14

———— Club TORQUE - Members survey ———————
Member Survey
We would love your feedback on what you
would like to have happening at our club
meetings and what should be in the mag, as
well as some apparel questions. Give us

some feedback and bring the survey to the
next club meeting or email this page to Vlad
at educon@bigpond.net.au.

Member Name:
Yes

1. I would be like to see some
member profiles in the mag.
2. I would buy the following
items of apparel:
a) Club Cap
b) Club windcheater
c) Club weatherproof jacket
d) Club Nomex driving suit
3. Member technical discussions on car set-up at meetings.
4. In-car video/DVD at meetings
5. I would like to see the fol- a)
lowing changes to meetings
and the club magazine.
b)

c)

d)

e)
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No

Comment
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———— Club TORQUE - Members write—Holden quiz ————

The Amazing HB Torana Quiz!
Test YOUR knowledge about the most significant car in Holden’s history,
and probably Australia’s motoring history as well
Q1. The HB Torana was a design based on:
a) a gift from God himself
b) an English motor vehicle of impeccable breeding
c) a careful study of Australian motoring conditions and requirements
d) the HA Vauxhall Viva, GM’s answer to the Ford Cortina and a damned fine piece of kit
if I say so myself

Q2. The HB Torana was introduced to a breathlessly waiting Australian public in July 1967.
The magazines of the day described the car as:
a) Revolutionary
b) The pinnacle of automotive design
c) A gift from God himself
d) The HA Vauxhall Viva advancing into the 21st century

Q3. When it first burst upon the scene to an adoring audience, the HB Torana sported 12 inch
rims with a width of 4 inches, using 5.50 cross plie tyres. WHEELS magazine described this
as:
a) more than adequate, given the outstanding suspension design
b) a wonderful combination for both sports and economy driving
c) the most up to date tyre technology on the road today
d) looks like a squat lady wrestler walking round with legs borrowed from Twiggy
(younger readers – those under 40 – may need some help with this reference)

Q4. The first road test by WHEELS magazine highlighted the blistering performance of the HB
Torana, and its killer 56HP 1160cc motor. The important stats for the car were:
a) acceleration too powerful for the human body to withstand, and a top speed that only
an experienced F1 driver could cope with
b) a definite threat to all the sports cars on the market today, and far superior to the rivals from Ford and Chrysler
c) 0 – 60mph in under 10 seconds, and a top speed of just over the ton (for younger readers – those under 40 – this was the old way of describing 100mph, the proper Imperial system used before the introduction of these ratty European metric kilodistance thingies)
d) 0 – 60mph in 20.3 seconds, same for the quarter mile, and a top speed of 87.6mph
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———— Club TORQUE - Members write—Holden quiz ————
Q5. In the October 1967 WHEELS magazine, the HB Torana was compared with the Hillman Imp
GT, Datsun 1000 and Toyota Corolla. The following performance comparison was published:

Which car would you still be happy to be seen driving today?
a) Corolla
b) Hillman
c) Datsun
d) Only the HB Torana would still be going today, so the choice is obvious
Q6. Surprisingly the HB Torana did NOT win the WHEELS Car Of The Year in 1967; instead the
award went to:
a) the Humber Spectre, as the testers were overawed by the English craftsmanship and
the smell of leather
b) the Moskvich Glorious Red Flag 1400, following a cash injection into the WHEELS
office by members of the Soviet Government as part of their plan for world domination by 1972. The car was never actually sold in Australia, but the WHEELS staff had
a supply of vodka that lasted over 10 years
c) the VE Valiant, a tragic mistake for many but actually in recognition of the fact that
Valiants were now not as defective as the first models, in a similar manner to the
award made to the XP Falcon in 1965
d) the Isuzu Florian, a car noted for the use of oval instruments and themes in its interior which WHEELS described as the look of the future – and sure enough, was copied in the Ford Taurus and EA Falcon 30 years later
Q7. The Brabham Torana was released in early 1968. Jack
Brabham’s contribution to this model was:
a) he personally built every car in his garage to ensure quality and consistency
b) he drove the prototype to outright victory in the
1967 Monte Carlo rally
c) he was responsible for all of the design work and
motor specifications
d) he allowed the use of his name and pocketed a
royalty cheque each month
and if the answer is “d”, do you think he really
thought this one through before he agreed?
Q8. This is the cover of WHEELS magazine, February 1968.

printed by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

———— Holden TORQUE ————————————————————— August 2008

page 17

———— Club TORQUE - Members write—Holden quiz ————

Your immediate reaction is to:
a) gag
b) wonder what Tomorrow’s Supercar Now! Was all about (actually it was the Saab 99, described as a supercar for the seventies….aren’t you glad you asked?)
c) really really really want to read that Torana article, amazed that there could be both a
Q9 While the standard HB motor had an outstanding 56bhp, the highly tuned Brabham motor
was reported as having 79bhp. The effect on the previously stated performance was:
a) devastating – a 14.9 sec quarter mile, 0 – 60mph in 8 sec, and a top speed off the
clock
b) dramatic – a 16.3 sec quarter mile, 0 – 60mph in 9.2 sec, and a top speed of 112mph
c) productive – a 17.2 sec quarter mile, 0 – 60mph in 12.4 sec, and a top speed of
102mph
d) pisspoor – a 20.0 sec quarter mile, 0 – 60mph in 16.6 sec, and a top speed of 85 mph
Q10 and lucky last. The HB SSS was a WHEELS project car. After matching the ports and
manifolds, installing extractors and a thermo fan, it was still running the original single carby.
In this form its performance:
a) was totally inoffensive
b) sat somewhere between the standard car and the Brabham
c) had more power and torque than the Brabham and was quicker in testing
d) was difficult to handle by anyone without Formula 1 experience

———— Club TORQUE - Random reports ————

Browsing through the first Top Gear Australia
magazine there was an article on the new
HSV W427. Some impressive stats, 375kW,
630Nm of torque and 4.6seconds to 100km/h.
They are only building 427 of these and HSV
have got 1500 expressions of interest at
$150,000 to $160,000.
Apparently the cost was originally expected
to be a lot less, however it was explained by
HSV that due to the high imported content of
the car and the continually strengthening
Aussie dollar the cost of the car had risen.
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A few things confuse me about this; firstly
simple maths shows that as Aussie dollar
rises versus US dollar, imported US goods
get cheaper! Secondly, I would expect that
most people who have $160,000 to spend on
an expensive Holden generally have a few
smarts about them (otherwise they would not
have $160,000 begging to be spent).
Given the exchange rates recently the imported content of the HSV car should have
dropped in cost by about 25%.... so, what was
that explanation again??
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———— Club TORQUE - Members write — Ian Smith —Engine quiz —————————
Members engines…
..pick the odd one out!
(Ed: A trick question maybe? Three possible answers: a) the first one, because engines generally
don’t wear helmets, b) the last one, because the
engine and bay is far too pristine! or c) the last one,
being the only photo not taken at Winton.)
See Ian for the correct answer.
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———— Club TORQUE - For Sale —————————

FOR SALE
VL COMMODORE 10/ 88 EXEC SEDAN, IN
VERY GOOD CONDITION, VERY CLEAN,
EVERYTHING WORKS.
VERY LOW KMS 106,000, RED WITH GREY
INTERIOR, NEVER BEEN SMASHED AND
HAS NO DENTS, NO RUST, ALL PAPER
WORK FROM NEW.
4 SPEED AUTOMATIC, POWER STEERING,
AIRCONDITIONING, CRUISE CONTROL, TOW
BAR, 4 WHEEL DISC BRAKES, FITTED WITH
INTERCEPTER RIMS, TYRES HAVE 90%
TREAD APPROX, UPRATED SUSPENSION
SHOCKERS SPRINGS STRUTTS HATS
LOWERED 25MM, LARGER DIAMETER
EXHUST SYSTEM BUT NOT LOUD, NEVER
RACED WE USE A VK TO DO THAT.
WE HAVE FITTED LOTS OF CALAIS PARTS,
THE CAR LOOKS LIKE A CALAIS.
$4,000
LOCATED IN ALTONA MEADOWS DANIEL
HOLC PH 93692915

———— Club TORQUE - Special event —————————

DYNO SHOOTOUT
Sunday 24th August 9am to 3pm
at
SMC AUTOMOTIVE
Fact 7/2 Barry St Bayswater
$40 per run
Strictly limited to 20 cars
Call Bruce 0417014304 to book your spot

Sausage sizzle included
See who’s got the most power
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———— Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5— Frank ———————————————
Motorkhana and Group 5
Well, this month has been the most challenging to write about because there’s really been
nothing on. So I imagine from the outset that
what I write will be short and sweet. We’ll
see, I have a habit of typing a lot more than I
realise…
Melbourne Uni Car Club had a field of 55 competitors at the “Big Tyre” in Somerton on July
20. Due to the size of the field only 6 tests
were run and the results showed a bunch of
different class leaders. Glen Bertram, daughter Kristina and myself represented Holden
Sporting, and more than anything just had a
good time. Well, I can only really speak for
myself and my accuracy on the day was a bit
off. In any case it was fun. Glen bought
down the recently completed VW special – a
great little jigga that I got to play in at the end
of the day. When they get driving that sorted,
they’ll be very competitive (if they want to!) as
it’s pretty quick and nimble. That day might
have helped me to contemplate starting a new
business. I’ve learned that the art of participating in bitumen motorkhanas provides me
with a saleable commodity. So I might start
selling rubber necklaces. See below:

Honestly I’d just like to recoup some of my
costs, as I’m making some middle-eastern
sheik very wealthy with my current consumption of engine oil. It’s a case right now of fill
up the oil and check the petrol…
The last weekend of July (27th) saw Toyota
Car Club cancel their Group 5 round at Werprinted by Maroondah Printing
(03) 9879 1555

ribee due to weather predictions indicating a
high level of rainfall. I don’t ever recall getting notice of an event being called off mid
week before, and right now I don’t recall
whether it even rained or not.
The 7th of September has been cancelled indefinitely – it was supposed to be a Group 5
run by PIARC at Moorabbin. This is one
event that usually has a high level of entries
because it’s fairly local for many people, particular dwellers from eastern suburbs.
Nothing will be happening after that until the
20th September. This event will be a Saturday, that’s right, a Saturday motorkhana up at
Bendigo, and which counts as Round 8 of the
Victorian Motorkhana Championship. Another opportunity to go North and fry some
tires on the bitumen.
I believe that TCCA plan to run their round
later in the year, October is the speculation,
so with any more postponements, the end of
the year is going to be chocker-block with
events.
Given there’s been the gap in events, one
would think it’d be a good opportunity to get
some car stuff sorted. Well, I’ve been buggerising around with my cars, but so far everything is taking much longer than anticipated.
I’ve had some wiring gremlins to attend to
with one of them, and every time I make another start on it, shortly afterwards I realise
that I have to be somewhere else…next time I
come to it I do my best to get back to where I
left off, but inevitably retrace what I’ve already discovered.
The month of August at least has been punctuated by the odd event or function, even if
it’s at the tail end. There is an Autocross at
Bendigo with a very outside chance I will attend on the 23rd, we have Steve Crupi’s Dyno
Day in Bayswater on the 24th, then the annual
6 hour event at Phillip Island the following
weekend. Just in talking about the PI 6 hour
for a moment, at least this year the circuit will
not be getting set up for the Moto GP as the
GP is not on until October. So there won’t be
all those bloody portables in the pit paddocks
to negotiate like the previous year. Which is
just as well, given there’ll be 50 teams instead
of 40…Should be a great weekend as al-
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———— Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5—Frank ———————————————
ways…
Things are starting to get organised now for
the Hillclimb that our club is hosting at
Haunted Hills on October 5th. Other than
that, a Group 5 meeting would have been run
recently, but as it seemed to sneek up on everyone it ended up being cancelled on the day.
A new date for it has yet to be decided.
Until next month, see you sideways or at the
meeting.

———— Club TORQUE - More random pieces—Frank ———————————————————

Bugatti Veyron
COLLECTORS ITEM
ONE OFF
$3.3million AUD
We told you we can find virtually anything in
Japan. This is fair dinkum for sale with one of
our contacts in Japan. W16 engine, 407km/h
top speed, this car has done <200 delivery
kilometers only. Unfortunately couldnt be
road registered here in Australia, but would
be suitable as a race car. These were over $5
million AUD new, this one would be around
$3.3 million AUD.
Source: www.japimports.com.au

This slimey individual was spotted at the
HSCCV/FFCC Group 5 Sprint at Sandown on
the 13th July. He appeared to (a) try and make
out he was a terrorist and (b) be off his trolley
as he kept yelling “I kill you!” All we know of
him is that he lives regularly on a lack of
sleep. If anyone knows this person’s identify
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————Club TORQUE - April General Meeting Minutes ————————————————
Minutes of Holden Sporting Car Club of Vic. Inc. - July Gen Meeting
Bells Hotel–28/07/2008
MEETING OPENED AT 8.15PM
PRESENT

As Per Attendance Book /Sheet

APOLOGIES
Amelia,
New Members/Guest Shaun East, Steve Jones
Any business arising from previous minutes?

M.Ray

S.Ian

PRESIDENT:
Conrods on Display
Sandown report- lots of helpers.Photos on website.Winton next round.
Dyno Day at Steve’s in Aug 24th
Presentation night for series Sep 6th
State series at Sandown report. Go Karts .Hillside exhausts.
VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY
Incoming Mail May 2008
Item

From

Action

Person to Action

Unicar Mag

MUCC

Secretary

Camcrusher Mag

FFCC

Auction Leaflet

Shannons

Hazlewood Car Show

Shannons

Bank Statement

ANZ

Membership

Brad Chiang

Inform members and
File
Inform members and
File
Inform members and
File
Inform members and
File
Inform members and
File
File and Bank

Membership

Bisiani family

File and Bank

Treasurer & Membership Sec

Membership

Clough Family

File and Bank

Treasurer & Membership Sec

Toyotalk Mag

TCCA

Secretary

AMC Mag

AASA

Inform members and
File
Inform members and
File

Secretary
Secretary
Secretary
Treasurer
Treasurer & Membership Sec

Secretary

TREASURER
As per mag.
Balance@ $23000
Winton & Sandown
Exp $130 logos for Kim’s Car
$50 postage
(Continued on page 23)
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————Club TORQUE - March General Meeting Minutes ———————————————
(Continued from page 22)

MEMBERSHIP & POINTSCORE
Membership 156
Send results to Bruce
Pointscore as per mag
EDITOR
Articles needed
Good mag.
MOTOR RACE AND RALLY
Sandown report and general comments. Officials to get points.
SOCIAL
Go kart day Oct 19th Put names down and deposit.
SPECIAL EVENTS
GRP5/ MOTORKHANA
Yesterday at Werribee cancelled.
WEBSITE
Pics up from Sandown
STOCK
Need to get rid of old stock
Race suits Red $450+
CSC
NTR Cams officials downgraded
PUBLIC OFFICER
NTR
GENERAL BUSINESS
Wayne Summit Holden ad/report
Ian thank you for photos.
Troy engaged.
FINE:
LOTTO: 292
MEETING CLOSED: 9.28 PM
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HOLDEN SPORTING CAR CLUB of VICTORIA
Inc.
P.O. Box 791
Melbourne Victoria 3001

Please tick

□

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

or

RENEWAL

Name(s):

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Address:

……………………………………………………………………………………..

□

……………………………………………………..Postcode: …………………..
Phone:

AH……………………BH………………………Mob…………………………..

Email:

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Occupation: ……………………………………Date(s) of birth……………………………..
Vehicles:

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Reg. Numbers:…………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership No(s): ……………………Introduced by:…………………………(New members)
I am interested in: Motorkhana……..Race:……….Rally……….Sprint/Hillclimbs………….
I hereby certify that I will abide by the rules and regulations of the Holden Sporting car Club of Victoria Inc. and also the
National Competition Rules of the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport with which this club is affiliated.

Signed:…………………………………………….

Dated:……………………….

Membership fees:

Single:
$48.00 full year from January 1
Please mark clearly Family:
$70.00 full year from January 1
Junior (under 18)
$25.00 full year from January 1
Associate (Bona fide members
$25.00 full year from January 1
of non CAMS affiliated car
clubs only with proof of membership)
Level 2 Licence can only be purchased at Club meetings or events
Payment:

Cash…………………….

Please return to: The Membership Secretary
HSCCV Inc.
PO Box 791
Melbourne 3001

Cheque……………………………….
Office Use:
Date received:…………….
Licence processed:……….
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