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President Bruce Lethborg 
president@holdenclub.com 

0417 014 304 

Vice President Greg Black 
vice_president@holdenclub.com 

 
Secretary Phil Slater 

phil.slater@optusnet.com.au 

0432 955 743 

Treasurer Vlad Kowal 
treasurer@holdenclub.com 

 
Motorkhana & 
Group5 Rep 

Frank Rogan 
frankjr@optusnet.com.au 
0416 001 577 

Public Officer Ray Cardwell 
public_officer@holdenclub.com 

Stock Rep. Martin Carrabot 
 
0419 666 595 

Social Rep Jeremy Watt 
special_events@holdenclub.com 

0412 200 037 

Motor Racing & 
Rally Rep 

Vacant 
 

Editor Greg Black 
editor@holdenclub.com 

Classic Historic 
Registry 

Richard Wales 
(03) 9803 7690 

Membership/Point 
score 

Bruce Lethborg 
president@holdenclub.com 

0417 014 304 

Special Events Jeremy Watt 
special_events@holdenclub.com 

0412 200 037 

CAMS State Council 
Representative 

Bruce Lethborg 
president@holdenclub.com 

0417 014 304 

Magazine 
Articles and advertisements to be published in the magazine can be submitted via e-mail to the 
Editor at  
editor@holdenclub.com . Microsoft Word format is preferred and each months items must be 
received by midnight on the second Wednesday of each month. Quarter page ads are free to 
members; advertising is otherwise charged at $10 - quarter page, $20 - half page, $35 - full page 
 
Website 
Why not visit our website for further information. You can also download all competitive 
supplementary regulations (entry forms) via the site. Find us at: www.holdenclub.com 
 
Club Meetings 
Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of every month (except December) at Bells Hotel,  cnr 
Moray and Coventry Sts, South Melbourne, 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. All members and their 
friends are very welcome. Meals are available prior to the meeting at bistro prices. 
 
Correspondence 
All correspondence for the Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria, Inc. should be addressed to The 
Secretary, Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria Inc., GPO Box 791, Melbourne, Vic 3001 
 
Disclaimer 
The views written are not necessarily those of the committee and the producers of the Holden 
Sporting Car Club of Victoria Inc.’s newsletter, “Holden Torque”. We accept no responsibility for the 
accuracy of the information printed and quality of any item or service advertised or mentioned in 
this publication. 
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President - B. Lethborg 
 

Hi Guys, it’s November which 
means AGM time, so it’s time 
to elect a new committee or 
maybe keep the current one, 
it’s up to you. I have enjoyed 
this year as President and 
have had the pleasure of 
working with a great bunch of 
guys on the committee who 
have worked well to keep the 
club on an even keel and 
present some good events 
social and competitive. 
 
Our membership has topped 
at 181 simular to last year, 
our bank balance has 
increased, the Holden Ford 
series is still going strong, we 
have been promoting the club 
at the All Holden Day, Brocks 
Big Day Out and Phillip Island 
historics, the website has 
been working well with many 
hits and enquires that have 
turned into memberships. 
Socially we have seen how 
camshafts are made, ten pin 
bowling, go karted at Phillip 
Island and recently inspected 
a V8 supercar team, we even 
had a member on 60 
minutes………..yeah it’s been 
a great year. 
 
Cup day weekend was busy 
with two events in three days 
to run, first was our round of 
the group 5 motorkhana 
series at Rockbank, then two 
days later the Holden Ford 
series sprint at Sandown. 
Both events went off well but, 
and there is a but, there was a 
lack of members willing to 
help the club run these 
events. At the motorkhana 
three members ran the whole 
event, we actually had to ask 
for help with setup and timing 
from members of other clubs 
and my thanks goes out to 
them or we would have had a 
lot of trouble running the 
event. The same thing 

happened at Sandown with 
only three members helping. 
Because I was unable to give 
FFCC any solid numbers for 
helpers, they were able to fill 
the places we couldn’t with 
people from clubs not 
associated with the series. 
This does not look good to 
FFCC and I begin to wonder if 
they may tell us to that they 
will run the series without us. 
If they do we will lose our 
main form of income which 
could see us return to the 
situation we were in only five 
years ago with a few hundred 
dollars in the bank and 
considering folding up the 
club.  
 
Next year we are running a 
total nine events and the 
calendar will be set fairly 
early so I am asking you to 
plan ahead and consider 
putting one or two of these 
dates aside and help your club 
to run these events 
successfully. 
 
Enough of the grumbling, I’ve 
enjoyed the year and I look 
forward to seeing you at the 
AGM. 
 
Cheers Bruce  
    
 

_____________________________ 

 
 
Vice President -  
G. Black 
 

I can’t believe it is November 
and AGM time already. It 
seemed like it was so far 
away at the start of the year, 
and how on earth can you 
write so many articles!! Well it 
seems to be easier than it 
looks; I have survived with a 
few bottles of red left over 
(obviously not trying hard 
enough….) and almost the 
same amount of hair. 

It does actually seem too 
quick, I was thinking of things 
to work on for the next 
committee meeting only to 
realise I can’t start a several 
months task with only one 
month left. Doh! 
 
It has been a quieter year 
with some consolidation and 
incremental gains. The Sprint 
series has completed another 
year with as an overall 
success both financially and 
from entrants perspective. 
While I believe the club 
should not “subsidise” events 
and we need to be a bit 
business like to maintain long 
term viability, I also believe 
that we should not lose sight 
of the fact we are a club of 
motorsport enthusiasts who 
want to participate in 
whichever form takes our 
fancy (khana’s, rally or 
sprints). So while we don’t 
want to throw money away 
the few motorsport events 
that ran a small loss are still 
acceptable as it supports the 
overall purpose of the club.  
 
I think we should focus on 
value for money at events, ie 
run efficiently with maximum 
runs for competitors. After all 
the entrants deserve this, and 
word of mouth is the best 
advertising we can get.   
As a club we also need to 
support the events as 
competitors and officials, 
because we need both to 
make it work.  
 
With the last magazine comes 
the Christmas cheer. The 
Christmas party and 
presentation is on again at 
Cresco Park Warrandyte on 
Saturday 13 December from 
6pm ‘till Sunday if you like!. 
(Pound Bend Rd and Gallaty’s 
Lane—Melway 23B10. Look 
for the HSCCV flag on the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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fence). It is quite a good 
relaxing evening. You can 
bring the kids, partners or 
just yourself, it does not 
matter. Just make sure you 
bring a chair so you can kick 
back and relax! 
 
Most importantly don’t forget 
to put February 22nd in your 
diary. Yes, it does seem so far 
away and you don’t have a 
2009 diary yet. Well, write at 
the bottom of December 2008 
and transfer it when you do 
get one. It is the first event in 
the Ford vs Holden series at 
Winton. Make sure your car is 
dusted off, or finished being 
rebuilt because once the 
December rush happens it will 
be the end of January before 
you know it. 
Remember: February 22, tell 
your friends, tell your 
enemies, tell everyone. 
 
Since this is the last magazine 
for the year I hope you all 
have a good Christmas and 
New Year. Enjoy the club 
Christmas party, and maybe 
the FFCC end of year BBQ as 
well. Hope to see you all again 
at the first clubnight for 2009 
in January. 
 
Cheers 
Greg 
______________________________ 

Secretary - P. Slater 
 
Hello and welcome to the final 
mag for the year. Firstly I 
must apologise for not putting 
formal notice of the AGM in 
the October Mag (didn’t 
realize it was my job). 
However after scrutinising the 
constitution I am positive that 
we have fulfilled our legal 
requirements by having the 
necessary details on the 
website, listed on the 
calendar and mentioned in 
magazine reports. Also the 
proxy vote was omitted until 

this month, however this is 
just a courtesy and proxies 
can be written on any sheet of 
paper and handed to the 
secretary before the meeting. 
Once again sorry! Sorry! 
SORRY! 
If you are interested in 
becoming more involved in 
the club please consider 
standing for a committee 
position. The position of 
secretary is an important but 
not overly onerous one. You 
need to be able to collect the 
mail at least once a month 
from the GPO post boxes, sort 
it and pass it on to committee 
members or present it to 
members at the monthly 
meetings. You also need to 
deal with queries by email 
and phone from the members 
and non-members. It is a very 
rewarding position and you 
are often the first to know 
about things. 
It has been a great year for 

me in the club and I hope to 

stand for the position of 

Secretary again. Don’t forget 

to come to the Christmas 

Party and celebrate another 

great year of motor sport.  

 
Phil Slater 
______________________________ 

Treasurer - V. Kowal 
 

Greetings fellow club 
members: 
This is the final treasurer's 
report for the year. It's been 
quite a learning experience 
(but I like steep curves, so 
long as they have the right 
camber). Thanks to all of you 
– members of the club – for 
the opportunity to serve the 
club. 
As you've heard over and over 
again, we wouldn't have a 
club or club events if people 
didn't volunteer to take on 
responsibilities and to run 
events. I have been part of a 

committee which stepped 
forward when those before us 
felt that they have put in a 
huge effort to rebuild the 
club, and it was time to step 
out of the driver's seat. Now 
it's time again for others to 
consider taking up the reigns 
and helping to run the club. 
Give it some serious thought. 
I really had fun running the 
Hillclimb at Morwell and 
didn't it run well! (Because of 
all of the top-class help, of 
course). We need more events 
like this one, but also more 
entries! 
This is also the time for the 
Treasurer's Annual Report 
which is also included in this 
month's magazine. The 
committee aimed at reaching 
a target Club Fund balance of 
$20,000, and guess what! 
With some creative 
accounting we reached our 
target! 
So what do you want from the 
club for next year? Is the club 
serving you well and are you 
getting good value for your 
membership dollars?  Please 
let us know either through the 
survey or via email or at club 
meetings. 
The world economy is in dire 
straits, but even moreso, Ford 
and GM in the USA is bleeding 
to death. It was great to hear 
the new GMH CEO saying that 
GM was here to stay in 
Australia, but it sounds like 
the company has to start 
doing some hard re-thnking of 
production and marketing 
strategies. A little less 
arrogance about “we know 
what the market really wants” 
wouldn't go astray. 
I have had a very busy time 
with my new job, CBD-based. 
I hope that the economy 
improves in every respect 
except for rising fuel prices. 
While I'm on fuel prices, does 
anyone find it hard to believe 
that people are driving so 

(Continued from page 3) 
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much less now and that 
demand for fuel has gone 
down so much that world oil 
prices have dropped. Oil 
producers are now talking 
about reducing oil production 
to keep prices high! 
I'm sure I'm not working 
harder that many of our 
members, but I apologise for 
my recent brief treasurer's 
reports. 
I really wish everyone a great 
end to the year. However, I 
also hope to see all of you at 
our meeting 
at Bell's Hotel on November 
24th. 

Expenditure (Outgoings) for the period October 17th to Novem-

ber 14th 2008 
Amount $ 

Motorkhana (Rockbank) hire fee 400.00 

BBQ  (4 burner, with hood) 185.00 

Batteries  24.00 

Food and drink for Motorkhana 142.20 

Withholding tax  37.00 

Total Outgoing 788.20 

    

Income for the period October 17th to November 15th 2008   

Phillip Island Go Karts Day 1353.00 

Motorkhana (Rockbank) entry fees  360.00 

Motorkhana (Rockbank) food and drink sales   98.00 

Aroma Bakeries Donation   40.00 

Interest (ING)   81.13 

Memberships   96.00 

Total Income 2031.13 

ANZ BANK BALANCE AS OF November 14th 2008  2376.58 

ING BALANCE AS OF November 14th 2008 19363.83 

Total 21740.41 
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Club  Calendar   2008 ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

                       Dates & Venues subject to change. Please advise of events that need to be added 

OCTOBER   

5 
9-12 
13 
19 
20 
23-26 
26 
27 
 

HSCCV/FFCC Ford Holden Challenge Hillclimb– Haunted Hills 
V8 Supercars Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 
HSCCV Committee Meeting 
HSCCV Go karts at Philip Island 
HSCCV Print Night 
Indy 300 (incl. V8 supercars) 
PAC VMC Rnd 8—Tooradin 
HSCCV General Meeting—Bells Hotel 
 

NOVEMBER   

2 
4 
6-8 
9 
10 
17 
21-23 
24 
 

HSCCV Motorkhana—Melton (event TBC) 
HSCCV/FFCC Holden Ford Challenge Sprint (Grp5) – Sandown (Cup Day) 
V8 Supercars—Bahrain 
PIARC Grp5 Sprint—Philip Island 
HSCCV Committee Meeting 
HSCCV Print Night 
V8 Supercars—Symmons Plains 
HSCCV AGM—Bells Hotel 

DECEMBER   

4-7
 

13 
V8 Supercars Grand Finale—Oran Park 
HSCCV Christmas Party & Presentation Night 
Cresco Park Warrandyte 

 

Friendly, Professional Design Service, Superb Colour Printing 

Complete Photocopying Services to suit all Corporate Image requirements  

And also club magazines 

Corporate Image Development. 

And of course, General Printing to cover all your printing needs 

Phone: 03 9879 1555.   Fax:  03 9879 1799 
Unit 16, 42 New Street, Ringwood 3134 

Email: Robert@maroondahprinting.com.au 
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - AGM November 2008 ————————————————————————————————————    

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING. 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Holden Sporting Car 
Club of Victoria will beheld at8:00 p.m.on Monday 24th  
November 2008. 
The meeting is to be held at 

Bells Hotel 
Cnr Moray & Coventry Street's 

South Melbourne. 
Melways ref: Map 2K E1 

All Committee positions will be declared vacant at the 
commencement of the Meeting and an election will be held 
for the Positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 
The minor committee positions may be filled by 
volunteers, unless there are more nominations than 
positions, when an election will be held. 
Any further agenda items and proxy voting notices must 
be received by the Secretary prior to the commencement 
of the AGM.  
Proxy voting forms will be printed in the November 
magazine. 
 

Phil Slater 

Secretary 

HSCCV Inc. 

 

Ed Note: Holders of perpetual trophies should return 

them at the November meeting. Thanks!! 

Don’t forget if you are looking into home 

loans, consider DONATION Home loans – 

one of our members did, and the club bene-

fits accordingly!  
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Tech Talk—Alex Chianta ————————————————————————————————————    

how fast ya reckon ya going ? 
 
do you get asked this question at the track 
but only have a tacho ? no problem, all you 
need to know is engine revs, gearbox and diff 
ratios, and wheel diameter. We want to end 
up with kilometers per hour, so we need to 
work out how many revs the wheel does in an 
hour and how far it travels in one turn. 
 
Starting at the motor, the revs feed to the 
input shaft of the gearbox, which then 
transfers it to the output shaft. Most 
gearboxes, in top gear, have a 1 to 1 transfer 
but the overdrives will increase the speed of 
the output shaft, depending on the ratio.  
 
eg 1 to 1 gearbox: 6000 rpm / 1 =  6000 rpm at 
output shaft 
eg 0.73 overdrive gearbox: 6000 rpm / 0.73 = 
8219 rpm at output shaft 
 
The diff will then reduce revs to the wheel by 
its ratio  
 
eg 3.08 diff: 6000 rpm / 3.08 = 1948 rpm at the 
wheel 
 
and then convert this to revs per hour (60 
minutes per hour), 1948 x 60 = 116,880 revs 
per hour at the wheel 

 
We then need to know the distance traveled 
by the wheel in one turn. Measure the 
diameter of the wheel vertically (this will allow 
for slight distortion where tyre contacts 
ground) and multiply by 3.14 
 
eg wheel diameter of 600mm: 600 x 3.14 = 
1884 mm traveled in one turn 
 
convert this to kilometer, 1884 / 1,000,000 = 
0.001884 km 
 
Now multiply revs per hour by wheel travel of 
one turn (in km) to get your speed 
 
eg 116,880 x 0.001884 = 220 km/h 
 
to summarise: 
revs per hour at wheel = (( rpm / gearbox 
ratio ) / diff ratio ) x 60 
wheel circumference in km = ( wheel diameter 
in mm x 3.14 ) / 1,000,000 
speed = revs per hour at wheel x wheel 
circumference (in km) 
 
If you do a few calculations for the same gear, 
you should notice the change of speed per 
1000 rpm is the same. 

————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Ford versus Holden calendar for 2009 ————————————————————————————————————    

 

Sprint  Winton   22 February 
 
Hillclimb Haunted Hills  ?? March 
 
Sprint  Sandown  10 May 
 
Sprint  Sandown  12 July 
 
Sprint  Winton   23 August 
 
Hillclimb  Haunted Hills Sept /Oct 
 
Sprint  Sandown  Cup Day 
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - This months member... ————————————————————————————————————    

Age? 55 

Nickname? BILKO  (don’t tell anyone please!) 

Years with the club? Ten 

Married? Single? Anything you’d like to dis-
cuss? 

Married, 3 boys. 

Profession? Education (International), part-time HR Con-
sultant 

Dream job? Freelance consultant with lots of contracts 

Current vehicle(s)? VB Commodore, XG panel van, Mercedes 
300E, Falcon BA,  MK11 Escort(now sold), 
Falcon SR 

Future projects? Ex saloon car or VX Commodore 

Years racing? Eight 

First motorsports event? As a competitor- Motorkhana at Werribbee 

Best racing results? Second in hillclimb 

Favorite tracks? Philip Island, Sandown, Winton, Calder in 
that order 

Favorite Motorsports events? Sprint racing, Autocross, Rally 

Favorite drivers (not yourself!) Cam McConville, Garth Tander, Craig 
Lowndes, Mark Skaife 

First car you owned? Austin A40 Rocket 

Favorite all-time race car? GT HO (a fine!) 

Ultimate dream car? Love the Porsche Carerra RS, lots of differ-
ent Commodores, but I’m a fickle enthusiast. 
Oh wow! A blue car!…… 

Least favorite car? Lada Niva. What were they thinking? Oh, 
and the Trabant! 

Any other sports interests? Tennis, Bike riding 

Other interests? Cabernet Shiraz, Cabernet Merlot, Sauvignon 
Blanc, Pinot Grigio, Southern Comfort ...... 

Do you own a pet? Not at the moment. Used to have a black 
bitch. Good with sheep, she was…….. 

Favorite movie? Ronin, True Lies, Bourn Identity, 

Least favorite? Sex and The City (or was that Sex In the 
City?) 

Favorite music? Zaidaco Jump, Blues, Deaf Metal 

Least favorite? Country and Western 

Stupidest thing done on the road? Driving to Bathurst overnight at ....80km/h 
while sleepy!!! 

If you were PM for a day, what would you 
change first? 

My name 

If you had George Bush in your garage, what 
would you do to him? 

I would ask him to go to the back of the car 
to check if it really was carbon monoxide 
coming out of the exhaust. 

This months member is: Vlad Kowal 
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HOLDEN SPORTING CAR CLUB of VICTORIA (Inc.) 

Box 791 GPO Melbourne 
www.holdenclub.com 

Treasurer’s Annual Report  

 
Dec 2007 – Dec 2008. 
 
Summary of financial position: 
December 2007 balance at handover  to new committee/treasurer of $11,112.12; 

Consisting of a net balance in the ANZ account of $292.57 and an ING balance of 
$10,794.55. 

December 2008 balance of  $21,740.41- Consisting of an ANZ account balance of $2376.58 and 
an ING balance of 19363.83 

The NET BALANCE for 2008 will be  $ 1740 lower once the two hiring fees of $1340 for the 
Hillclimb and $400 for the Motorkhana come in. 
The will leave us with a net balance of $20,012.56 for the end of Nov 2008 (including petty 
cash of $12.15). 

Total income for 2008 - $18,615.05. 
Total expenditure for 2008 was $9397.04 
Increase in bank balance is  $9218.01. 

Some of the significant figures for 2008 include: 

• Share of profit for Sandown for November sprint has not been received or included in the 
above figures. 

• Profit from Sandown 2007 sprint has been included 

• Profit from first sprint at Sandown of $2629.00 has been included 

• A loss from Winton earlier this year of $536.00 

• A loss of $192.00 for the HSCCV Motorkhana at Rockbank is anticpated 

• A loss of $360.00 for the Hillclimb at Bryant Park is expected. 

• $550 was spent on digital set up by Revolution Racegear for race suit logos 

• $600 was spent on a club gazebo 

• $269.02 was spent on miscellaneous equipment items. 

• $48.00 was spent on batteries for radios etc. 

• $99.00 and $185.00 was spent on club barbeques 

• Social event catering and underwriting costs for our social events added up to $1063.90. 

• Sponsorship from Aroma Bakeries has totalled $350 which includes $150 for logos on the 
race-suits 

• Donations Home loans has given us $342.05 in contributions this year 

• Interest from the ING account has totalled to $783.26 

• Witholding tax from the ING account has cost us $334.00 

• We got our $150 cash back from HP after around seven months. 

• Group 5 Affiliation fees of $250 were paid 

• CAMS affiliation cost us $660. 

————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Treasurers Annual report————————————————————————————————————    
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Sadly there is not enough time to write a lot about the Cup day event, and there was much 
rejoicing. But all is not lost. Here is a very good selection of Julies photos from the day. 
 
Being the last magazine for the year, a special thank you goes to those who take and provide 
photos for the magazine.  
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Tail pipe…. Pardon the pun————————————————————————————————————    

printed by 
Maroondah Printing  

Congratulations to last months photo competition winner, Ray Cardwell.  
 
This month it’s a best caption competition. 
 
As this months meeting is an AGM, entries are by email and close midnight Saturday 22 November 2008 
Prize is one item of HSCCV stock (in stock at the time of collection). 

This is not poor resolution, but the aftermath of a little engine bay fire. 
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Christmas Party————————————————        

 
 

HSCCV Christmas Party 
 

BYO meat and drinks 
 

Salads supplied 
 

6:00pm till whenever you need to leave  
 

Camp or stay overnight if there was too much cheer! 
 

Singles, families or partners everyone is welcome!! 
 

See HSCCV club trophies presented with witty and 
inspirational speeches.  

(OK, that’s gone too far, but everything else is true.) 
 

Come along, join the fun, catch up those you have not 
seen for a while. Meet new people, or get to know your 

fellow club members. 
 

Where: 
Cresco Park Warrandyte 

Pound Bend Rd and Gallaty’s Lane—Melway 23B10. Look for the HSCCV flag on the fence. 
 

When: 
December 13th at 6pm 

 
Why: 

To have fun of course. 
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————————————————    Club TORQUE  - Motorkhana and Group 5 — Frank ————————————————————————————————————    

Motorkhana and Group 5. 
 
Hi folks, have things been busier this month, 
or is it just me? 
 
It’s early morning and I’m beyond the editor’s 
deadline for article submission, so I’ll cobble 
something together and hope that he’ll still 
accept it.  If you are reading this, then thanks 
Greg and apologies for the tardiness. 
 
Whilst on the subject apologies, those who 
attended last month’s General Meeting would 
have seen and heard some unexpected things 
from me.  In short, I stood up and talked 
about how upset I was at having made 
arrangements for the group who visited 
Phillip Island to attend a winery after lunch 
only to find nobody was actually interested 
on the day.  I don’t want to go on about it too 
much now as I said what I had to say, but at 
the time unintentionally included all club 
members with my comments.   What I said 
only applied to those that agreed the winery 
visit was a good idea and then decided 
against it on the day, so I’m sorry if I’ve 
offended those not party to this.   
Everything else about the time down there 
was pretty good, the go karts were great 
(could have done with a bit more grunt down 
the straight) and the museum had some 
interesting stuff about the formative days of 
racing.  The fish’n’chips with a few members 
was quite alright too, it’s funny that it was 
actually the fellow from the winery that 
suggested doing just that at San Remo for 
lunch.  Good one Jezza for all that you 
arranged. 
 
In events past, HAC’s 40th interclub down 
Warragul way will be done and dusted as will 
Pakenham Auto Club’s State Round at 
Tooradin.  What has also passed on by is the 
Australian Motorkhana Championship held in 
SA which was the same weekend as our 
Hillclimb and our round of the Group 5 
championship at Melton.  Man, what a dust 
bowl that place is!  28 went out to play on an 
unusual surface, two foot tall bushfire grass!   
Bruce and his (very few) helpers put on 9 
tests, some standard and some weird as well 
as plenty of food.  A big thanks to Chris Exell 
from HAC for her assistance with timing on 
the day.     The Le Mottees had some clutch 
issue in the Mazda 323 but still finished the 

day (Dave 2nd, Irene 3rd and Mon 5th in Class 
A)  Steve Gallagher grabbed a 2nd in B, Aaron 
had a rough day and took 5th with Bryce 
rounding out the Class.  I was preoccupied 
with helping the day run better and that has 
been reflected in my results, and without the 
stuff ups (3 of them!) I would have cleaned 
up.   Never mind, all I can do now is plead for 
helpers for next year’s event. 
As the numbers were a bit low, which is a 
common theme across most events this year, 
our club will unfortunately have to absorb the 
small loss incurred.  This is mostly due to the 
expense of hiring MMSC’s grounds.  Not sure 
where discussions have gotten to at the time 
of writing, but our club will not be using their 
facilities again for a motorkhana unless there 
is a significant reduction in ground hire fees. 
 
I should also mention the khanacross is 
definitely on at Werribee on Nov 30.  Supp 
Regs are out and with an entry fee of only 
$25, it will be a great event.  I enjoyed it 
immensely last year and am looking forward 
to this year’s bash.  As it turns out, this one 
clashes with a PIARC sprint but should only 
affect maybe a couple of people. 
 
The last Group 5 meeting for the year was 
held on Wednesday 12 Nov.  An efficient 
meeting, we covered all items from previous 
minutes and set the Calendar for 2009 in 
record time and with high attendance.  We 
have a tentative date for the 2008 Group 5 
presentation – 11 Feb.  There are also some 
directions the Group will be taking with 
regard to a dedicated website as a repository 
for supp regs, results, etc and only minor 
changes to the standing regs, if any. 
 
I’ve failed this month to produce any photos 
of a rough VK or any other Commodores 
(much to the editor’s disgust I’m sure) but 
instead came up with something a bit more 
unique.  South Melbourne just before last 
month’s General Meeting netted this lovely 
pic (next page), and would believe this 
vehicle to be one of the most disliked 
vehicles in Australia.  
 
 
Just for fun, I jumped onto Wikipedia, a most 
trusted source in things such as unpopular 
vehicles.  Nothing about that could be found, 
but have some other startling facts.  Turns 
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out  Holden had a part to play (by 
association) in this little beauty, so read on… 
Production began in 1977 and continues 
today (as of 2008) with only minor 
changes to the engine, rear hatch 
design, and interior trim levels. 
In basic form, the Niva has a 
carbureted 1.6-litre overhead cam 
four-cylinder petrol engine producing 
54 kW (72 hp) and 126 N·m (93 ft·lbf), 
a four- or five-speed manual 
transmission, and full-time four-
wheel drive. There are no locking 
hubs and the transfer case can be 
locked on the fly. The original Niva 
has a maximum speed of around 130 
km/h (80 mph), and can cruise at 90 
km/h (56 mph) while consuming 
petrol at a respectable 8.25 
litres/100km (28.5 mpg(US)). Its 
towing capacity is rated for up to 860 
kg (1900 lb). 

A 1.7-litre petrol engine was introduced later 
in production, as was fuel injection supplied 
by General Motors. Around this time the rear 
hatch was revised to have a lower opening. In 
some markets a 1.9L Peugeot diesel powered 
Niva was sold. 

Coil springs are located at each of the four 
wheels, and suspension is independent in 
front, whereas the rear axle is a 5 link live-
type, with ratios between 3.90 and 4.30 

depending on the model and 
market. Ground clearance is 
good at 235 mm (9.25 in) and 
water 510 mm (20 in) deep can 
be negotiated. 

The brakes (disc front, drum 
rear) are servo-assisted dual-
circuit style and the clutch is 
hydraulic. The turning circle, at 
36.25' is adequate, while the 
centre of gravity is exceptional. 
Cargo space is 0.48 m³ (17 ft³), 
or 1.33 m³ (47 ft³) with the rear 
seats folded down. A spare tyre 
is located in the engine bay 
under the bonnet, and as with 
all Ladas, a 21 piece toolkit is 
also supplied for do-it-yourself 
roadside repairs. The latter 
feature is considered a useful 

and practical feature by off-road fans.   

All very, very interesting indeed… 

Did also see this just up the road from where I 
live, do we have copycats or just other 
creative people? 
Okay, it’s so late now that it’s becoming early 
and I’ve put more effort into this than I 
thought I would… 
As usual, see you sideways.  Or at the AGM 
this month. 
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Minutes of Holden Sporting Car Club of Vic. Inc. - Gen Meeting 

Bells Hotel–27/102008 

 
MEETING OPENED AT 8.15PM 
 
PRESENT As Per Attendance Book /Sheet 
 

APOLOGIES 

Amelia, Cardwells, Dave D, Kim Mc, Martin 
 
New Members/Guest Larry Merifield 
Trophies presented from Hillclimb  Vlad 
Any business arising from previous minutes?    M. Ian       S.Vlad 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Hillclimb report 
Gazebo report 
Next years dates for series in place. 
PI Historics invite 
AGM next month 
Go Karts Report 
Christmas presentation  
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Hillclimb mentioned in Auto Action 
Trailer stored by Bright storage 

 
 

SECRETARY 

Incoming Mail Sep 2008 
 

(Continued on page 22) 

————————————————Club TORQUE  - April General Meeting Minutes  ———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Item From Action Person to Action 

Auction Flyer Shannons Inform members and File Secretary 

Bank Statement ANZ Inform members and File Treasurer 
 

Unicar Mag MUCC Inform members and File Secretary 

Camcrusher Mag FFCC Inform members and File Secretary 

Toyotalk  Mag TCCA Inform members and File Secretary 

Item From Action Person to Action 

Flyer Sodablast Inform members and File Secretary 

Unicar  Mag MUCC Inform members and File Secretary 

Info Masters Games CAMS Inform members and File Secretary 

Manual of Motorsport CD CAMS Inform members and File Secretary 
 

Receipt CAMS Inform members and File Secretary 
 &Treasurer 

Membership Cath Williams File and forward member-
ship 

Treasurer & Membership 

Membership Larry Merifield File and forward member-
ship 

Treasurer & Membership 
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TREASURER 

ING Gov guaranteed 
Balance@ $19604 
M/ K Sunday Rockbank Cup Day Sprint Tuesday 
 

EDITOR 

H/C report 
Thanks for Articles 
 

MOTOR RACE AND RALLY 

Al & Barry 41st in Alice to Darwin 
Surfers Fords won 
 

SOCIAL 

Go kart day Oct 19th. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Tony D’Alberto Nov 15th Sat 1.00pm 
 

GRP5/ MOTORKHANA 

M/ K Sunday Rockbank 
HAC Interclub 
FFCC Khanacross 30th Nov Werribee 
 

WEBSITE 

2000 Visits 
Pics up from and Winton, H/C soon 
 

MEMBERSHIP & POINTSCORE 

Membership 180 
Send results to Bruce 
Pointscore as per mag 
 

STOCK 

NTR 

 

CSC 

NTR  
 

PUBLIC OFFICER 

NTR 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

AA Website got photos of H/C 
15x17” rims wanted Wheels going free 
Invite to Barry’s A/C track 
 

FINE: Bruce 
 
LOTTO: 941  

 

MEETING CLOSED: 9.30 PM 
 
 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 21) 
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HOLDEN SPORTING CAR CLUB of VICTORIA 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 791 
Melbourne Victoria 3001 

 

Please tick    MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION□  or RENEWAL □ 
 

Name(s):  …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

  ……………………………………………………..Postcode: ………………….. 

 

Phone: AH……………………BH………………………Mob………………………….. 

 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Occupation: ……………………………………Date(s) of birth…………………………….. 

 

Vehicles: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Reg. Numbers:……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Membership No(s): ……………………Introduced by:…………………………(New members) 

 

I am interested in: Motorkhana……..Race:……….Rally……….Sprint/Hillclimbs…………. 
 

I hereby certify that I will abide by the rules and regulations of the Holden Sporting car Club of Victoria Inc. and also the 

National Competition Rules of the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport with which this club is affiliated. 

 

Signed:…………………………………………….  Dated:………………………. 

 

Membership fees:  Single:    $48.00 full year from January 1 

Please mark clearly Family:     $70.00 full year from January 1 

   Junior (under 18)    $25.00 full year from January 1 

   Associate (Bona fide members $25.00 full year from January 1 

   of non CAMS affiliated car 

   clubs only with proof of membership) 

 

Level 2 Licence can only be purchased at Club meetings or events 

 

Payment: Cash…………………….  Cheque………………………………. 

 

Please return to: The Membership Secretary     Office Use: 

   HSCCV Inc.     Date received:……………. 

   PO Box 791      

   Melbourne 3001      Licence processed:………. 
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