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Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer

President - Bruce Lethborg
Hi Guys, Sandown has been run and won with many good results for our members, Pete’s new VL
ran well, Glenn had a big moment at turn one, I had another PB and put the car on the trailer fault
free, this is the first time I have come home with a car free of problems and it feels good. The 12
minute run format was used and it seemed to work well again, there were a few red flag moments,
the one I saw in my second session was Chris Loxton’s Monaro backed into the wall at the end of
the back straight, fortunately, the damage was cosmetic and Chris was OK. Overall the meeting
went well; the only downside was the lack of helpers from our club. The last Sandown we had
plenty of helpers, this time with cars returning to the track, there were less people available. With
Sandown being so large we need more helpers, so I am asking you, please help YOUR club at our
events. We cannot function without officials at events, being an official is a good way to see the
other side of racing. I have made this plea to you all many times now, the lack of helpers almost
jeopardised the Holden Ford series this year, last year we ran a motorkhana with only three officials
and some last minute help from members from other clubs. These events are our main source of
income and it would be a shame to lose them through lack of helpers/officials. So I ask you once
again, please help your club and fellow members.
Enough of the whinging, now for some good news, after many weeks out of action, the website is
back. It seems the domain name was up for renewal and it wasn’t renewed, with thanks to Greg
Kastelic, the site is back and Kris has been busy bringing it up to date.
At the general meeting I have an announcement to make about the first Sandown event next year
that I’m sure will please you all.
I noticed at Sandown that many of you had cameras in your cars, including myself; I would like to
make a compilation DVD of in car footage. If you are interested bring along your footage on DVD
and I will put something together for the next meeting.
At the July meeting we will have the world premiere of the HSCCV DVD, this DVD has been made by
James Stewart over a period of time as a project for the course he is doing, there is quite a bit of
computer animation that James has developed with footage of us at play. There will be copies of the
DVD available to members on the night. I have seen some of the early work that James has done
and it was awesome. So come to the meeting and check it out.
Great to see Mark Webber win his first F1GP, he predicted he would win one this year. Well done
Mark, hope you can win another this year.

Cheers

Bruce

_____________________________
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Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
Vice President - Greg Black
As I drove to work recently I considered how many articles have started with this very line. It is a
bit off topic for a motorsport club, but relevant in the big picture of CAMS future directions and
ways of ensuring the longevity of clubs. So, as I continued I considered what topics could be
covered and started formulating the article in my mind, ultimately coming to the conclusion that I
should not start an article in this manner this month. It was time to do something different; oh
damn, I have failed. Oh well, maybe next month....
It’s been a big and busy month for motorsport in general; the biggest news is Mark Webber taking
his first F1 win, from pole position. It has been a long time coming since his debut so long ago. I
recall scrutineering at Philip Island many years ago where a reasonably unknown Mark was running
the Yellow Pages Formula Ford, where I had an interesting conversation with a senior official.
Mark’s car was continually being checked over carefully as no matter they did, he just kept on
winning. Not by small margins either and obviously this attracted a lot of attention and the
inevitable implied accusations. I asked the senior official what they wanted checked on the car, and
I couldn’t resist asking if he thought Mark was “bending the rules” or really that good. He answered
without any delay “he‘s just that good”. Anyway, F1 has provided a lot of entertainment this year,
with Brawn and Red Bull, there is some really good racing going on and creating interest. They
trade wins and there are cars passing each other which is great to see. Certainly the prospect of a
breakaway group and demise of “F1” was a bit of a distraction and as reported by some, a very
serious challenge. I did like some of the arguments which included reducing the cost of attending
events and providing greater spectator value. It might only benefit me at one event per year, yet I
do like the idea of the highest level of sport recognising the value and need for spectators.
Looking through an article in Auto Action on the original Ford versus Holden series (aka V8
Supercars) the topic of a third manufacturer is there again. There is clear support (among those
polled by AA) for Toyota to be the third manufacturer. It’s not clear why Toyota is so popular,
maybe due to other sporting involvement such as F1, Nascar and rally. Among those who make
comment on the series, over 80% support more manufacturers with quite firm ideas. The irony is
that a main game of Ford versus Holden with other manufacturers has existed before. It was called
Touring cars and was a time that is unlikely to return but produced some memorable racing.
Touring cars and particularly the Group C era was often criticised for being irrelevant because the
cars were too different from what you get on the showroom floor. Ironically, on reflection they were
so much closer than the series that ultimately replaced it. Watching the V8’s in Townsville I still
have a problem with the sequential gearbox thing. The teams have their reasons for wanting them,
but from the armchair sportsperson’s perspective it’s all wrong. It’s what the 2 litre or European
race cars have, not Australian muscle cars. F1 is the technology race, V8’s are grunt and muscle.
Bring back real gearboxes, dump the 40km/h pitlane speed limit (there are no schoolchildren
crossings in pitlane) and get on with racing.
One point made in the AA article is the nature of the supporters changing from supporting the brand
(Holden) in favour of interest in the personalities, being teams or drivers. With drivers changing
teams the traditional support is gone. In the past, drivers appeared to be exclusively associated
with one manufacturer; but this was not always the case in the past in practice. Moffat may have
raced in Holdens, but in our minds he is a Ford man. So what brand is Lowndes for example?
Probably Ford, but it’s all diluted and lost, he is ‘Lowndes’ brand. It’s a similar progression that
seems to appear in other sports as well, and is just the way it seems to go with increased
professionalism and sponsorship.
The real sportsmanship is still here in sprint events (or any other club level event) where
competitors have fun, but still want to beat you as well. If you have a problem there will be
someone to lend a hand, or offer advice of how to fix it. This is what the last FvH round was like.
Special thanks to Russell for providing several metres of wiring to help out fellow competitors. I
always appreciate it when you go to your competitors and ask for help or parts and usually they will
dive into the tool box and check for you straight away. It a great part of the HSCCV club culture to
help out.
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Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
Vice President - Greg Black (cont)
Peter and his brand new race car is quite a concern. Even though he was only just running in the
engine (and I am sure he was not going 100%) the new car showed some serious potential and
speed. A quick look at the video replay and you see Pete just pull out and pass. Damn it, that’s it, no
more engines from Mr Crupi are allowed. These cars have been referred to the FvH secret parity
panel and will now carry success ballast. While we are at it, Mark Kakouri will be restricted to a twin
barrel Stromberg carby and Mr Budge has to carry a velour dash. Ray Seymour will have his tyres let
down 30 seconds before each start (try pumping them up in time, heh heh). Note though, success
ballast does not apply to VK’s, for the obvious reason of being such a superb car. (Glenn’s Torana
should get penalised, but the Torana is a classic also and will have a temporary reprieve; at least
until the brakes work at the end of Sandown main straight.)
There have been a few sprint events now with the changed timed format rather than standard three
laps. I would really like to hear from competitors who have run in these events and their thoughts
on good and bad points of running this way. The ultimate aim was to try and get more track time for
your entry fee, has it worked and which way do you prefer?
The next event is Winton Sprint and I believe supp regs are out already. If you can help out please
let us know, as helpers are always appreciated.
Cheers
Greg
______________________________

Secretary - Phil Slater

Hi and welcome to July. It’s been good to get back on the track at Sandown. My new brakes arrived
on the Thursday before so there wasn’t much time to bed them in but they worked beautifully and I
was able to do a PB despite the track being cold and at places damp. The best thing, however, was
not having any dramas like brakes failing or catching fire. The other good thing was watching
people try to outbreak me and seeing them spear off at the end of the straight. When a 1650kg
Commodore can outbrake a 1050kg Torana the Commodore brakes are working well. I was in a
group with Shaun, Bruce and Chris Loxton who have all got a lot more power with Shaun and Bruce
showing the V8s how fast a 6 can go. It was a pity to see Chris damage his beautiful and very fast
Monaro but it could have been a lot worse when you lose it going over Rothmans at 200ks. I hope
he’s back for Winton where we can resume the battle even though I’m a bit down on power now.
We were down on officials on the day but it was good to see new member Chris Doyle taking part in
his second event as a trainee official standing at the start finish line with Alex for the whole day
waving flags and timing the sessions. Despite the cold Chris said that he had a good time.
I have been looking forward to the next motorkhana but it’s on the same day as the Sandown V8s
so I will have to make a decision although the last motorkhana was a lot more fun than the last
Sandown (bloody Fords).

Phil Slater
______________________________
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Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
Treasurer - Vlad Kowal

Treasurer's Ramblings
Speed Cameras. Are they helping to reduce the road toll?
Thanks for all of the feedback from club members about this article. It seems that I am not the only
one who is trying to reduce the road through better driver education rather than more severe
penalties.
The only answer really seems to be a great police presence on the roads. Drivers need to be seen
and spoken to by real people rather than the “Freeway Paparazzi” who take great pictures of car's
backsides and then let the drivers know well after the event that they broke the law without the
opportunity to check out the situation at the time of the infringement.
I'm still looking for evidence which demonstrates a connection between reduced road fatalities and
the use of sped cameras. Is anyone doing a real study of this?
Hoons.
The “Hoon” element on our roads continues to attract media and police attention. What if they
installed speed cameras at every known Hoon location? Has anyone tried to investigate the
psychology of hoons? Why do they do it? A deep-seated feeling of inadequacy? Incredibly small
appendages accompanied by incredibly large egos? I don't think you need to be young to be a hoon,
although it helps. Our club members have the right approach generally and that is take your love of
fun, car handling talents and speed out onto the track or Khanacross or Motorkhana circuit. Prove it
where it really counts and not on the street where our children and grandchildren are playing.

Monthly Quiz
Last month’s quiz has been won by one member who provided the most correct answers. The prize
of $100,000 (scratchie ticket) will be awarded at the next monthly meeting. This month’s quiz will be
conducted at the club meeting with another $100,000 (scratchie ticket) as the prize.

Don’t forget if you are looking into home
loans, consider DONATION Home loans –
one of our members did, and the club benefits accordingly!
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Executive TORQUE - President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
Treasurer - Vlad Kowal (cont)

July Accounts Summary
Well the financial year 2008/09 is over and it’s tax return time. I hope that all of our members are
organized to maximize their tax return entitlements!
Income for the month of July has been minimal and we are waiting to see the financial results of
the recent Sandown event (70 entries). There was an embarrassing shortage of post-scrutineering
helpers (I was in hot and steamy Guangzhou, China. What was your excuse?) Anyway, I should be
available for the future joint Ford Four/Holden events (if the timing of my next two trips to China
and one to India doesn’t clash).
Our income for the month was still in excess of our spending, so our bank balances have climbed to
over $25,000, thanks to all of the club members’ and committee’s efforts.

Treasurer - Expenditure/Income

Expenditure (Outgoings) for the period June 17th to July 17th 2009

Amount $

Postage

$

Total Expenditure

$ 55.00

Income for the period June 17th to July 17th 2009
Stock sales
Memberships
Aroma Bakery Donation
Interest ING A/C

55.00

Total Income

$ 110.00
$ 155.00
$
80.00
$
57.60
$ 402.60

ANZ BANK BALANCE AS OF 17 July, 2009
ING BALANCE AS OF 17 July 2009

$ 1,594.43
$ 23,656.65

Total

$ 25,251.08

Finance Expenses
Withholding Tax ING
ANZ Account fee

$
$

26.00
15.00

Total

$

41.00
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Dates & Venues subject to change. Please advise of events that need to be added

January
15
19
26

TCCA VMC Rnd 1, TCCA, Werribee
HSCCV print night
HSCCV General Meeting - Jells Park

February
9
15
16
22
23

HSCCV committee meeting
TCCA, VMC Rnd 1
HSCCV print night
HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Winton
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

March
1
7-8
10
14-15
15
16
23
28-29

HSCCV Grp 5 Rnd 1, Werribee
NCCA, Challenge of Clubs, Ballarat
HSCCV committee meeting
Phillip Island Classic
PAC VMC Rnd 2, Tooradin
HSCCV print night
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel
Aust Grand Prix

April
5
14
20
26
27

HAC Grp 5 Rnd 2, Avalon TBC
HSCCV Committee Meeting
HSCCV Print Night
Go Karts, Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit, 11am visitor centre
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

May
3
10
11
18
23
25

VMCI VMC Rnd 3, Werribee
HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Sandown
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
HSCCV Print Night
FFCC/TCCA, Grp 5 Rnd 3 / VMC Rnd 4, Werribee
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

June
9
15
21
22
28

HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
HSCCV Print Night
VWCV Grp 5 Rnd 4, Tooradin Cancelled
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel
DSCC VMC Rnd 5, Deniliquin

July
12
12
13
20
27

MUCC VMC Rnd 6, SPT Somerton
HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Sandown
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
HSCCV Print Night
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel
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Dates & Venues subject to change. Please advise of events that need to be added

August
2
8-9
10
16
17
23
24

FFCC/TCCA Grp 5 Rnd 5, Werribee
6 Hour Regularity, Phillip Island
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
PCCV VMC Rnd 7, Werribee TBC
HSCCV Print Night
HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Winton
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

September
6
13
14
19
21
27
28

NCCA Grp 5 Rnd 6, Tooradin TBC
Social Car Rally
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
BCC VMC Rnd 8, Bendigo
HSCCV Print Night
HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Hillclimb - Haunted Hills
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

October
3-4
8-11
12
16
17-18
19
24
26

Australian Motorkhana Championship, Narimba NSW
V8 Supercars Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
Special Event – Oran Park
MotoGP Phillip Island
HSCCV Print Night
FFCC/TCCA Grp 5 Khanacross, Werribee
HSCCV General Meeting - Bells Hotel

November
3
8
9
16
22
23

HSCCV/FFCC Holden v Ford challenge, Sandown (Cup Day)
HSCCV VMC Rnd 9, Werribee
HSCCV Committee Meeting - Bells Hotel
HSCCV Print Night
HAC Interclub, TBC
HSCCV AGM - Bells Hotel

December
6
9
12

Grp 5 spare
Motorkhana presentation dinner, Bell’s Hotel
HSCCV Christmas Party & Presentation Night Cresco Park Warrandyte (TBC)

Friendly, Professional Design Service, Superb Colour Printing
Complete Photocopying Services to suit all Corporate Image requirements
And also club magazines
Corporate Image Development.
And of course, General Printing to cover all your printing needs

Phone:

03 9879 1555

Fax: 03 9879 1799

Unit 16, 42 New Street, Ringwood 3134
Email: Robert@maroondahprinting.com.au
www.maroondahprinting.com.au
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Members Write - Vlad Kowal

Holden has always produced great cars. Take the Holden Camira for example. (Now Leo, don't get
upset!). Here are some edited thoughts fom David Morley when he wrote for The Age.
THERE are people out there who will tell you that the very last of the Holden Camiras (the JE model)
wasn't such a bad thing after all and might actually be worth something.
That might be going a bit far but that doesn't mean the last Camira wasn't the best one. It just
happens to be the best of a bad lot. A very bad lot.
But just on the off-chance you can find a JE Camira that was put together on a day other than a
Monday or Friday, the one to look for is the allegedly sporty model, the SLi.
The SLi had a few image problems, the first being the other "sporty" version of the Camira, the SJ
(or Standing Joke as it soon became known). Although it was released years before with the JB
model, the SJ was the butt of a few jokes along the way.
The SLi's other image woe was that it was a Camira, a car that over the years has become a
metaphor for badly built machinery.
In line with the whole JE Camira range, the SLi got the full welly two-litre engine. The Camira has a
real roller coaster history when it comes to power figures and it went something like this: the JB
had a weeky 1.6-litre engine that needed to be revved hard and even then didn't produce much
thrust.
The next model got a 1.8-litre engine with proper, multi-point fuel injection. It went hard, too, and
all of a sudden, the Camira's quite good chassis had some work to do.
But it all turned pear-shaped soon after with the next model that Holden engineered to work with
unleaded petrol. The multi-point injection disappeared, replaced by single-point injection (basically
an electronic carburetor). Throw in the lower compression ratios tolerated by ULP and all of a
sudden, the Camira had lost 20kW and was effectively back to square one.
So by the time the JE rolled around in 1988, Holden must have been mightily relieved to have put
the engine package together the way it wanted to.
The end results was that the Camira was a reasonably good performer once again and, since the
basic suspension package hadn't changed, it still handled pretty well, too.
In fact, that's the real tragedy of the Camira; not that Holden couldn't bolt the things together
successfully, that if you could keep a Camira in one piece (and it wasn't easy) it was actually a
pretty good thing to drive.
Great to drive, awful to own. Where have we heard that before?
printed by Maroondah Printing
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Members Write - Vlad Kowal (cont)
The ride quality wasn't half bad and the Camira would turn in to corners quite well, provided you
had a model with power steering.
Available only as a five-speed manual, the SLi missed out on the ordinary three-speed automatic
gear box that Holden foisted upon its other Camiras.
But while the manual gearbox made the most of the available power, it wasn't all beer and skittles,
because the gearshift action itself was pretty terrible.
The clutch was light enough, but the shift felt rubbery and care had to be taken if the desired gear
was going to be selected first time every time.
You could get used to it after a while, but it was never the instinctive action as it is in most cars.
The SLi package also entitled you to alloy wheels and a decal kit - for that truly sporty feeling - and
popular colors for the SLi included bright red and a rude shade of orange.
You also got power mirrors and a rear spoiler, but you still had to wind your own glass and lock
doors manually.
As a package, the SLi certainly wasn't overwhelming, but it was only about $1000 more than the SL
base model car and was, in fact, cheaper than the Executive volume seller.
Of course, the car's biggest problem, and you've probably heard this all before, was its dreadful
quality levels.
The paint was nothing to write home about as Holden was still using paint technology it pioneered
on the HQ Holden nearly 20 years earlier.
The fit and finish was just awful, too, and everything from the headlights to the rear bumper failed
to line up with their partner pieces.
Find a JE Camira in a car-park and try this little test. Check the line of the front bumper where it
passes under the headlight. Now check that against the alignment of the little plastic trim piece
that surrounds the headlight. Now check that trim relative to the headlight. Chances are all three
will be misaligned against each other. And no, it doesn't mean the car has been in a shunt; that's
how they were new.
Inside was no better with some really cheap looking and feeling plastic parts used, particularly
those making up the dashboard.
The other Camira bogey to watch for is rust. The JE was much better than earlier versions of the
Camira, but they can still attract the tin worm.
Check around the front and rear windscreens and along the bottoms of each door. Grab a torch and
check inside the boot and even along the leading edge of the bonnet.
Another structural area that can rust on a Camira is the firewall, so check it carefully and be suspicious of any new paint in any of those areas.
Of course, this is all academic to a large extent, because we couldn't really recommend a Camira,
even an SLi, to anybody. But if you really know your stuff and you can find that elusive one that got
away: The Good One, then maybe, just maybe it's worth a look.
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Members Write - In the Dirt at Deni
After a long layoff we were finally able to get back into active Motorsport. Having previously been
to the Deni VMC round in 2006 and had a great time, we decided to go back this year and take in
the Saturday Autocross as well as the Sunday Motorkhana. We made a long weekend out of it, Mal
taking Friday and Monday off work.
We loaded the two cars (we have two more
children than last time we went) and left on
Friday. We picked up the Galant from the Auto
Electricians on Friday morning, the alternator
which was reconditioned in last December was still
faulty, as Ray and I found out on the way to the
June club meeting. Fingers crossed that it was
now fixed, we headed off at eleven am. We
stopped in Bendigo for lunch with family and then
onto Deniliquin to our “Deluxe accommodation” –
a cabin in one of the caravan parks.
At 8am we started the Galant (which it did easily) and Mal headed for the Autocross track while
Kerry and the kids took the Beema pram into Deniliquin to sight see and check out the local
market. There were 41 entries for the day with a wide range of vehicles entered to compete on the
1.8 kilometre circuit. An Evo X Lancer, Datsun 1200 ute, Reno Cilo, Commodores, Geminis, Cortinas
and of course the Green Galant and Black Starion. Frank and Tamara drove up Saturday morning
and along with us made up the representation of the Holden Sporting Car Club.

The weather was cold and damp, unlike our previous visit, but this was great – no dust! The mud
was a bit tricky however for one of the 4WD specials as he managed to fill radiator air intake up
with mud and consequently he had a steam engine rather than a petrol one. The course itself is a
mixture of 2nd and 3rd gear corners and is lots of fun. Kerry and the kids arrived around lunchtime
to enjoy the view from the spectator area in front of the clubrooms (complete with warm fire and
hot food). Each car had four timed runs consisting of a standing lap, flying lap and an exit lap. Two
cars were on the circuit at any given time. Frank’s fastest time for the day was 79.5 and mine was
83.9. A good time was had by all.
On the Saturday night Frank and Tamara enjoyed dinner with the others staying for the VMC the
next day at the really nice Deniliquin RSL club, while the Cardwells opted for dinner in the cabin
(much easier with small children). Sunday morning saw the rain easing off and once again the
Galant started easily (something it hasn’t done for a long time) and Mal headed off to the
Motorkhana. Most of the regular VMC competitors were in attendance and again due to the wet
conditions – no dust! Ten tests were completed on the day – 6 before lunch and 4 after. The
Motorkhana course is set up in the middle of the Autocross track and as this renders the spectator
viewing area too far away, Kerry and the kids boarded the Discovery to watch closer to the
action. Tamara made her motorsport debut and did well with only a few WD’s. Frank and Mal
finished 3rd and 4th respectively in Class B. Frank found relatively few flags and only got lost once,
while Mal had a clean round.
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Members Write - In the Dirt at Deni (cont)

Kerry and the kids enjoyed lunch in the back of the car before heading off into Deniliquin on a
Playground Crawl – a necessary event with an active almost 4 year old and a 15 month old in the
car for most of the morning. We stayed Sunday night in Deniliquin. On Monday we had a brief look
around the town and headed for Echuca for lunch with family. The weather was lovely and sunny –
pity it hadn’t been like this for the weekend. But it was good to see the Riverina area green.
If you have the opportunity to participate in this event, we cannot recommend it highly enough – it
is a great event and well organized. The Deni Car club really look after visitors with nice food and a
great track. You can camp at the ground or take up one of the really nice motels or caravan parks in
the town.
Malcolm Cardwell and family

Special Event ’Oran Park’ - Glenn Mason
Oran Park is starting to come around quite quickly now. I have contacted several other clubs
and there is considerable interest being shown. If you want to come along, PLEASE give me a
deposit ASAP or you will miss out, $50.00 will be enough to secure your spot. I can no longer keep
positions open as I need to cover the costs of the event. Thanks to those who have committed to
the event, we are going to have an amazing time away. Everything is booked and deposits paid, all
that is left is to fill the booking sheet and go there and drive to our hearts content on one of the
most historic tracks in Australia.
I used to go there as a kid and watch Brock, Harvey, Moffat, Bond, Grice, Morris, Jane,
Geoghegans, Bartlett, Brown, Costanzo, so many great drivers tearing up the tarmac. I used be
there with Dad near the esses and watch the tourers, F5000, Appendix J, Sports Sedans, wow, what
great memories! Now I will have the chance to drive MY car around there where all these greats
drove, man, I can't wait. I know that when Amaroo Park disappeared I was disappointed not just
because another track was gone (Warwick Farm closed before I could drive), but because I realized
I would never be able to emulate these greats by driving on the track myself. If you can come
along, please do so, if you are trying to decide,
remember life is short and you WILL
kick yourself if you don't,
but wished you had.
Drive well, drive safe,
Glenn
0424 178 976
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Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5 - Frank
Well, from my personal perspective, it’s been an eventful month. I don’t mean in terms of the
amount of events that have been on, actually quite to the contrary, what I really mean is the
amount of pre-event preparation I’ve had to do. Okay, truthfully it should be regarded as postevent repairs. Let’s start with good ol’ Deniliquin, it never fails to challenge me with car issues. The
difference this year was that at least this year the car got through the whole weekend of events
without any form of repairs or checks. In fact, some other drivers made vain attempts to vex me
about my car not failing in some way. I was almost smugly satisfied that I hadn’t even lifted the
bonnet. But that all changed…this is one of those stories they say you wouldn’t read about…until
now, that is…
You see, the plan was that after the Deni weekend to take the Monday off and drive to Canberra for
a function. Deni is roughly about half way between the capital state and Melbourne, so how hard
could it be…? Besides, I’d always managed to drive home, a stuffed clutch slave and an engine that
kept fouling a plug hadn’t stopped me before…And this engine was running really strong and well.
It seems to me now that the further away from Melbourne I drive, the more trouble I have with my
cars. But I digress, back to the story…
So 150 kays roughly North East of Deni was when trouble reared it’s ugly head. It was with modest
acceleration out of a tiny town called Urana on a cold Sunday night when the car suddenly sounded
like it had developed the “death rattles”. Did a U-turn and dribbled back into the busiest part of the
township, and parked between the cop shop and the town’s RSL, both of which looked closed for
the night.
First thing was to call RACV Total Care. I argued with them that they needed to send out a tray
truck because sending a service guy out, only to have to get the truck out, was just going to waste
everyone’s time. I was hungry, tired, and had very little patience. Not a good combination
anytime, even without the car troubles. We dealt with two people from Total Care, one of which
was actually NRMA, and the cross communication which ensued did nothing but further irritate the
situation. I should mention that I had Tamara (new club member) riding shotgun with Jess the
Jack Russell Terror up the back, along with a helmet and our clothes and stuff for Jess. Yep, with
the rollcage it’s a fully-loaded car.
Whilst waiting for help to arrive, thoughts got redirected towards eating, and luckily it turned out
the RSL was actually open. We got told that the only store that had food was just about to close, so
the publicans called the local store who then cooked something up so we at least got some grub in,
before what looked to be fast becoming a long night. We ran to the shop and as we were chomping
away the shop owner locked up and left.
With the depot 80kms away, thankfully the driver elected to bring the truck. Upon meeting him, he
had already booked us into the only dog-friendly park in Narrandera, the same town where his
depot was based. The aim was to have us in a hire car to complete the trip to Canberra and get
home. We were very impressed with the service. When the driver was making additional
arrangements with Total Care, we joked that it was probably “Roger” on the other end of the
phone, the same guy that hadn’t believed we needed a tray truck. Turned out that it was, so that
was pretty funny.
Clearly we weren’t going to make Canberra that night, where we had already booked and paid for a
4.5 star place (palace?) only two minutes walking distance from the function. So we called the
hotel to tell them what had happened and they were not prepared to issue a refund at such short
notice, so we bumped the booking to the next night after successfully arguing with their manager
for the removal of the additional surcharge to stay the Monday night. Amazing what happens when
you say that you will badmouth them to everyone you know…
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Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5 (cont)
The next morning was literally nuts, we were on the phone first thing to find out about the hire car,
and we were supposed to be getting a cab that would take us to Wagga, where we would collect a
hire car. There were issues about covering the cost of additional kilometres travelled in a hire car
because it was coming from a regional area, looked like it was going to cost a bomb. Particularly
since the service would run out once the car was delivered to the repairers (my place) later that
day. So RACV offered us flights for that night, which then posed another problem – we had Jess
and she wouldn’t be going on the plane. A solution presented itself, the towies had to fill the truck
for the drive back to Melbourne and would be pulling up at the servo directly across the road from
where we were staying. That meant I could put Jess in my car, and she would travel in my car on
her own for 5 or 6 hours back to Melbourne that day. Even though it was a cool day I wanted to
make sure she was going to be okay, so had to arrange someone to get her at the other end, we had
a rough time of arrival worked out but had an even rougher time getting someone who was
available. The driver wasn’t all that comfortable with the arrangement of live cargo but waited for
us whilst we grabbed all of Jess’ stuff plus any other items we weren’t going to require so they
could go back in the car, to leave us with only carry-on luggage for the flight. I somehow located a
friend who could assist (with patchy at best mobile reception on my phone) to get Jess collected at
the other end. And at that point I didn’t care a damn about my car.
As soon as Brad (the truck driver) and Jess left, we crossed the road and started cleaning up. Our
bags weren’t even packed when the cabbie arrived. She was pretty cool and so we hastily shoved
our stuff into bags and off we went into the township. She told us that by driving us to Wagga (100
kays in the cab, $150 fare) that it would leave the locals with no cabs in Narrandera so she
surprised us with an offer of self-driving her ex-taxi to Wagga. Simply amazing! She whacked
some LPG in it and we took off, no driver’s licences shown or anything, she just gave us the keys,
her mobile number and requested we leave the Falcon at the Ford dealer just down the road from
Avis and call her when we got there. I sat back amazed at the amount of trust that some people
have in other people as Tam drove the Falcon on this leg of what she now puts as our “amazing
race”. Got into the town, dropped the keys at Fraud’s service department and hotfooted the several
hundred metres to Avis.
Dealing with RACV about the hire car was a bit of an ordeal at that point. They had some issues
regarding the Canberra depot receiving a vehicle after one day if it was arranged as a two day hire
(which was done to cut down the surcharge for excess kilometres) and then we had to argue about
who was going to pay the relocation fee, as well as dealing with more than one representative from
Total Care. With a 2.5 hour trip ahead of us, and a 2pm deadline, we finally hit the road at 12.15 in
a VE Omega. It got even better as the Hume Highway was being duplicated, and bought the speeds
down to 80km/h for about 20 kays of the trip, with sections of 40 and 60km/h thrown in for good
measure. We looked like we were going to run very late, so we had to cover the 250 kays very
efficiently indeed. And there was no time for lunch at all, so we demolished the snacks we had with
us at the time.
During the Hume Highway stint we received a phone call from the cabbie, who was getting
concerned that she hadn’t heard from us. In all the rush we had forgotten to ring her! We had also
made the decision that we would check into the hotel. Given that we’d paid for it and we weren’t
even staying, we were going to at least see what our money had paid for.
Checking in prior to the function wasn’t going to happen, I threw the car into the car park only
several minutes late. As it turned out they hadn’t really started anyway. Then straight after the
function I called my friend to see that Jess made the trip okay. She was quite fine, she didn’t even
urinate in the car. I was much more relaxed after that, it was a huge relief.
The hotel was pretty funky, pretty new, all mod cons as one would expect and nice views of the
mountains. We were both buggered from all the craziness so we kicked back for a couple of hours,
ordered room service (remember we hadn’t had lunch so it was like early dinner), freshened
ourselves up a bit then left the place without checking out. The swipe card for the door was
disposable so we just went down to the basement and drove out of the place and headed for the
airport. We made sure we left with plenty of time to spare, filled the car up, etc. For the first time
we travelled at a moderate pace, so much so that it felt slow.
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Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5 (cont)
I’m going to digress for a second and provide some comments about the VE Commodore that we
drove from Wagga Wagga to Canberra. The most noticeable thing about the car was the clunky
auto gearbox. Even using cruise control, the thing would bang and jolt the whole car when
decelerating. Added to that, the gear selector illumination at night would blink like disco lights.
Really weird. I hope they’re not all like that.
Avis accepted the car at Canberra Airport and initially I was thinking we were going to get stuffed
around. It ended up that they were going to deal with the paperwork later and send a receipt. I
still haven’t seen it.
Well, the flight wasn’t a direct one to Melbourne, do you think that was going to be possible after
everything else that had happened? Nope, this one was via Sydney, so we hung about at Sydney
airport for a while. Tam went off to check out some reading material whilst I amused myself with
surfing ebay on my mobile, it gave me something to do…
Another call to RACV from Tullamarine, which rounded out the trip with a cab ride, and got home
about midnight. What a journey, huh?
I guess I should talk about the events at Deniliquin. I have to say the autocross event on the
Saturday was magnificent. Some interesting equipment showed up, a 4WD Rover V8 special, some
rally cars, even a Buick V6 engined Gemini that for whatever reason retired halfway through the
day. The car of choice was clearly Mitsubishi, of the 4wds there was a current Evo10, and some
earlier Evos plus some Galants, followed by Mal and my rear drive cars, then there was a bloody
Magna and a Cordia! Some quick drivers too, most of them belonging to the AWD Car Club. We
got four runs each, which comprised of a standing lap and a flying lap. Because getting off the track
is roughly half way around again, you could still hammer along for about half a lap at full noise. In
fact I found great pleasure in hitting the “pit road” fully sideways; all dirt and nothing to crash
into…in fact my car seemed to spend about 90 per cent of it’s time sideways. Fun!
Sunday was the State Round Motorkhana, Mal drove up and Kerry bought the family and two
vehicles up, a big weekend for them given how little motorsport they’ve been involved in lately.
And big for the kids too. Hmmm, no dust, was there something wrong? Mind you, the paddocks
were green too, a complete contrast to the typical Deni weekend. Actually, it was a pleasant
change. Except there was stacks of mud to get off the car after the event, and it’s still finding it’s
way onto my garage floor. I won’t go on about it too much more about the event as the Cardwells
have put in an article with their take on the weekend. I will say that I’m not used to sharing my car
at events, sure I've done it on the odd occasion when someone has broken down, but to adjust the
seat and the harnesses and be properly prepared before every test is quite distracting. But it was
good to have a new member to bolster the Holden Sporting Car Club numbers. Go Tam!
Okay you are probably wondering what actually happened to my engine. One word, headgasket. It
blew the guts out between cylinders 1 and 2. I’ve investigated the issue thoroughly and probably
fixed it to the point of overkill. I’ve installed an ARP Head stud kit (with specially made spacers to
suit the longer studs - there’s a short story there too), a good graphite headgasket, and the head
has been checked and decked too – it ain’t going anywhere now ! Steve Crupi has been of
assistance with advice and a bit of gear to get it sorted, thanks Steve. In fact, I was at Steve’s
when the VL beast that he and Pete were building was there, and from what I understand the thing
is going to be a ripper of a track car. Sounds like it did well at Sandown recently, even in run-in
phase.
There was another event recently, Melbourne Uni ran their VMC at Somerton on 12th July. Great to
be back on bitumen, but it’s really hard on the car. I thought my LSD was getting tired from the last
event but after swapping it out with my known good one the day before (and dropping the damn
thing on myself and creating a bleeding mess of my forearm) I’ve come to realise that my rear
shocks are the cause of the shuddering. I was the only HSCCV member and I wasn’t that well. I
haven’t seen any results as yet.
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Club TORQUE - Motorkhana and Group 5 (cont)
Coming up (keeping it brief now if I can) – a combined Ford Four/Toyota Group 5 at Werribee on
August 2, then the 23rd brings us Peugeot’s VMC which sounds like a Bitumen round at South Pacific
Tyres again, then we’re into September. Speaking of September, a date has been set for the club’s
Social Car Rally, mark the 13th September into your diaries. We will meet at Montrose for a
fabulous mystery tour with clues through the Dandenongs. More details on that one soon. As far as
Speed events are concerned, PIARC is running theirs on Aug 16 at the very popular Phillip Island
Circuit. I’ll try another time to get back to the theme of crazy paintjobs that I was running a while
back.

See you sideways…
or at the meeting.

Frank.

HSCCV Stock TORQUE - Martin Carabott
Stock available at next general meeting or contact Martin

Beanie $10

Club Shirt $20

Cap $10

Sticker $5

Stubbie Holder $8

Long Sleeve Shirt $15

Gloves $5

Cooler Bag
small $20
large $25

Race Suit, Holden Red, from $440
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Editor TORQUE - Alex
G’day all, wasn’t it great to see the club back on the race track. Some new cars, rebuilt motors and
a few classics to keep us interested. The day was cold with showers forecast, but they held off for a
reasonable winters day. I didn’t run so I helped out with the flags. It was my first experience with
the new time format and as an official, it made life a lot easier. Thanks to FFCC and all the helpers
for a great day. A special thanks to Julie for another great effort with the camera and to James and
team for video footage (and the new club DVD on show at the next general meeting).
A final note, I learnt a new trick last weekend. You can also get your race results at:
natsoft.com.au/results
Some pics from Julie…(if you want pics, contact Julie or editor)

now that’s how you go around corners
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catch me if you can, 1:24, fantastic stuff Mark

Peter taking it easy with the beast, 396 Holden stroker

go Steve, 1:28 from a 6 !

love the classics

Phil can give some advice on brakes
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(woops, is this allowed), the competition, Xtra Bad
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Club TORQUE - General Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Holden Sporting Car Club of Vic. Inc.
June General Meeting, Bell’s Hotel – 22/6/2009
MEETING OPENED: 8.25PM
PRESENT: as per Attendance Book /Sheet
APOLOGIES: Amelia, Vlad, Troy, Toni, Kerry, Matthew & Emma Cardwell ,Mal, Ray, Chris, Alex, Michelle, Jan S
New Members/Guests: Dave & Jay, Steve &Tamara
Business arising from previous minutes: M.Wayne S.Ian
PRESIDENT:
Sandown coming up need helpers.
Need out of car footage.
Dorian cost for sprints $1000
VICE PRESIDENT
Dorians wont speed up event.
PI ran well with groups.
Road safety thoughts.
SECRETARY Incoming Mail June 2009

Item
Flyer

From
Audi

TREASURER as per magazine
MEMBERSHIP & POINTSCORE
Pointscore as in magazine, need new system.
Membership 155
EDITOR
thanks for articles
more articles needed send to Alex
MOTOR RACE AND RALLY
Webber 2nd last night
V8s - Caruso 1st Victory
SOCIAL
SPECIAL EVENTS
GRP5/ MOTORKHANA Deniliquin coming up this weekend.

WEBSITE down
STOCK Stock selling consistently.
CSC nothing to report
PUBLIC OFFICER nothing to report
GENERAL BUSINESS
Wayne – PI ran well. National Sprint Championship coming up.
Jeremy – Silver LC coupe possibly for sale.
Ian – CAMS member site
Bruce – Shannons nationals at Winton this weekend.
Monaros for sale.
Martin VZ is for Sale.
FINES: Bruce
LOTTO:
MEETING CLOSED: 9:25 PM
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Trading TORQUE
Ads Wanted, For Sale, Free to good home, clean out your shed, place your ads here, no charge

ROH wheel, 18x8 suit Ford, one only, free to good home, contact editor

VK Calais wheels, 15” alloy, $50, contact Ray, 9878 7148
HSCCV Magazine, back issues, free, contact editor
CAR PICS, high resolution pictures (10MP) available from past events, contact Julie or editor

Set of 4 Commodore alloy wheels, 16” with Dunlop Formula R
$400 or near offer, contact Phil, 0432 955 743

FOR SALE 1985 VK Commodore Interceptor
308 V8, 190 kW, Brock spec heads, 4 Barrel Carby (jets
modified), Genie Extractors to a 2 ½ inch exhaust system,
Saas Drivers Seat, 4 Point Harness Seat Belts, ½ Roll Cage
2 - 1 kg Fire Extinguishers, Bonnet Clips, Tow Points
3.08 Diff, Adjustable Panard
16 inch Mag Wheels with Yokahama tyres 225/50 ZR16
Brakes: VS Booster, VT Master Cylinder
Front Slotted Discs with twin Pistons, Rear Slotted Discs
4 Spare Interceptor Wheels and tyres (Brand New)

$7900, ring Ken 0419 136632

GDM Automotive Enterprises
for mechanical repairs, custom trailer design and building, all types of welding and
fabrication work, including fitting roll cages,

contact Glenn on 0424 178 976
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HOLDEN SPORTING CAR CLUB of VICTORIA
Inc.
P.O. Box 791
Melbourne Victoria 3001

Please tick

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

□

or

RENEWAL

□

Name(s):

…………………………………………………………………………………….....

Address:

…………………………………………………………………………………….....
……………………………………………………..Postcode: …………………......

Phone:

AH……………………BH………………………Mob…………………………......

Email:

……………………………………………………………………………………......

Occupation: ……………………………………Date(s) of birth……………………………......
Vehicles:

……………………………………………………………………………………......

Reg. Numbers:…………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership No(s): ………………….Introduced by:…………………………(New members)
I am interested in: Motorkhana……....Race:……….Rally……….Sprint/Hillclimbs………….
I hereby certify that I will abide by the rules and regulations of the Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria Inc. and also
the National Competition Rules of the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport with which this club is affiliated.

Signed:…………………………………………….

Dated:……………………….

Membership fees (please mark clearly):
Single:
Family:
Junior (under 18)
Associate (Bona fide members of non CAMS
affiliated car clubs only with proof of membership)

$48.00 full year from January 1
$70.00 full year from January 1
$25.00 full year from January 1
$25.00 full year from January 1

please make cheques payable to ‘Holden Sporting Car Club of Victoria’

Level 2 Licence can only be purchased at Club meetings or events
Payment:

Cash…………………….

Please return to: The Membership Secretary
HSCCV Inc.
PO Box 791
Melbourne 3001
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Cheque……………………………….
Office Use:
Date received:…………….
Licence processed:……….
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